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Preface
A Call to Worship
But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. – John 4:23
A new generation of prophetic worshipers is emerging around the world, marked by a holy calling and a clear understanding of God’s design for worship. 
Throughout history, God has raised up worshipers, songwriters, and musicians whose songs have strengthened the Church, encouraged believers, and pointed countless people to Christ. Today music can travel quicker and reach more people than ever before. Through recordings, streaming, publishing, and digital media, songs from anywhere can shape worship everywhere in the world. Such influence is an extraordinary gift, but it also carries an extraordinary responsibility.
This book is a call to a new generation of worshipers who reflect the character and the heart of God, who are passionately in love with Jesus, and who deeply desire to see a lost world saved. They are a set-apart people who know Christ in the secret place and carry His presence into the public place. They are not merely gifted, recruited, and employed, but called, sent, and empowered. They are not shaped by the world's systems but by heaven's pattern as members of His Church, the glorious Bride of Christ.
Before we begin, I want you to know where this journey is leading. The opening chapters contrast two kingdoms, two systems, and two very different approaches to worship. At times, we will honestly examine patterns that have obscured God's design. But exposing the counterfeit is never the destination. It simply prepares us to recognize the genuine. As the journey unfolds, our attention shifts increasingly toward Heaven's pattern and toward the beauty of wholehearted worship. We will also examine the lives of those God has chosen throughout Scripture, and the emergence of a new generation of worshipers whose lives reflect His presence. 
Heaven's Sound was written for worship leaders, songwriters, musicians, pastors, and creative leaders, and every follower of Jesus who desires to be a true worshiper. Worship is not reserved for the musically gifted, but it is the calling of every believer. 
Heaven's Sound is not just the sound of our songs, but the sound of lives fully surrendered to God.
My prayer is that these pages will draw you closer to Jesus, deepen your understanding of worship, and inspire you to become an echo of the sound of heaven.
Remember
Heaven's Sound is not just the sound of our songs, but the sound of lives fully surrendered to God.
◆
God is raising up worshipers who know Christ in the secret place and carry His presence into the public place.

Reflect
Is my life and worship being shaped more by the patterns of this world, or by the pattern of heaven?
Respond
Father, awaken within me a deeper love for Your Son and a greater passion for Your presence. Teach me to worship You in spirit and in truth and let my life be shaped by the pattern of heaven rather than the patterns of this world. Use me as a surrendered vessel to reveal Your glory, proclaim Your truth, and help raise a new generation of worshipers who live for You alone. In Jesus' name, Amen.
Glorious
Your throne is above every other throne
Your glory beyond all comparison
Jesus You are Glorious, Glorious
Your Son is the fire lighting heaven
Your glory beyond all comparison
Jesus You are Glorious, Glorious

Glorious above all other names
Glorious above all earthly kings
Glorious above all other things, Glorious
Glorious above the roar of the waves
Glorious above hell and the grave
Glorious above, mighty to save, Glorious

You are Glorious, Jesus Victorious
You are Glorious, Jesus Victorious

♫ Listen: AlabasterCommons.org/heavens-sound00
Part One
God’s Heart for Worship
Chapter 1
The Passion of Jesus
When He had made a whip of cords, He drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and the oxen, and poured out the changers’ money and overturned the tables. – John 2:15
Jesus’ Temple Observation
The Passover feast was about to begin. Just days earlier, Jesus had performed the first miracle of His earthly ministry, turning water into wine at a wedding in Cana of Galilee. Now Jesus traveled toward Jerusalem.
Jerusalem was packed with Jewish travelers coming to celebrate one of their most sacred feasts of the year in the holiest city of Israel. People were streaming through the gates. The streets were jammed, and in the Temple courtyard crowds of people waited for their chance to offer their sacrifices. Into this sea of humanity and animal sacrifice walked the Son of God.
Thousands of would-be sacrificers must have brushed against Him as they hurried on their way, all of them completely unaware that the perfect Lamb of God was in their midst, the very fulfillment of the sacrifice they were offering. As Jesus neared the Temple, He would have heard the bleating of animals and smelled their burning flesh. As He entered through the Temple gates, the sight of blood and sacrificed animals met His eyes. The reality of the agonizing price He would soon pay must have been keenly on His mind.
As people milled around Him, the fulfillment of their long wait stood among them, though they did not recognize Him. The once-for-all sacrifice was about to be made, and the years of animal sacrifice would soon come to an end. Contrary to what many people expected, Jesus had not come to the earth to reign as an earthly king. He had come to die.
The Temple Confrontation
Jesus glanced around and, in horror, realized that within the Temple courtyard merchants were selling animals for sacrifice, and money changers were profiting from the exchange of foreign coins into Hebrew shekels. Jesus was furious. The Apostle John tells us that zeal for His Father’s house began to consume Him (John 2:17). In one of the most passionate display of righteous anger in His ministry, Jesus found some cords, constructed a whip, and began to drive out the merchants and the money changers. He would not tolerate the contamination of His Father’s house.
The merchants and money changers were trying to make money from the sacrifice that represented the cross Jesus would soon carry, a cross that would cost Him so much. Unlike them, Jesus had no intention of selling His gift to make a profit. He intended to freely offer the salvation He would purchase with His blood to all who would receive it.
As we look deeper into this story, there is another picture Jesus revealed that day. As worshipers, we must see it, understand it, and allow it to search our hearts. It is a picture so vivid and so clear that we cannot ignore it.
Remember
Jesus had not come to the earth to reign 
as an earthly king. He had come to die.
◆
The same passion that cleansed the Temple is the passion that carried Jesus to the cross.
◆
Where Jesus is welcomed, worship is restored.

Reflect
How should the passion Jesus demonstrated for His Father's house and His sacrifice for me, change the way I worship and live for Him?
Respond
Lord Jesus, thank You for loving me enough to become the perfect Lamb of God. Your passion for Your Father's house and Your love for Your people led You willingly to the cross. Let my heart never grow indifferent to the price You paid for me. Fill me with a deeper love for You, a greater reverence for Your presence, and a wholehearted desire to live as one who belongs completely to You. Amen.
Forgiven
I had heard about a man called Jesus
I had seen Him from afar
I had heard about His miracles
It aroused my heart
Now I wondered are these stories all true
Is this really who You are
I’m so broken what do I have to lose
I will go to where You are

Stronger than the scent of my perfume
Was the love of Jesus in that room
Despite my past He loved me
Stronger than the weight of all my sin
Were the words of Jesus, breaking in
Daughter you’re forgiven

I’m Forgiven, I’m Forgiven
My Jesus, Washed away my sin
I’m Forgiven, I’m Forgiven
My Jesus, my door to heaven

♫ Listen: AlabasterCommons.org/heavens-sound01
Chapter 2
The Compromise
Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Romans 12:1 NIV
When a Lie Becomes the Truth
There are times when we can become so familiar with a lie that, to us, it becomes the truth. We can become so engrossed in the lie that it becomes a part of us, so tied to it that we become dependent on it. The lie becomes part of our normal routine. “Everybody’s doing it” replaces “God sent me to do it.” The end justifies the means.
The Sacrifice God Desires
When Jesus cleansed the Temple, His anger was directed toward the selling of sacrifices and the exorbitant fees charged for Temple currency used to purchase them. It all revolved around the sacrifices to be offered in the Temple.
David recognized long before his time that God was not ultimately after outward sacrifice, but after a broken and surrendered heart (Psalm 51:15-17). He recognized that God’s deepest desire was not the blood of sheep and bulls, but a heart wholly devoted to Him. This included, but was not limited to, worship and praise and the many musical and physical expressions involved.
In Psalm 141:2 David declared, “Let my prayer be set before You as incense, The lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.” In Psalm 107:22 he also stated, “Let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving, And declare His works with rejoicing.” In Psalm 27:6 he proclaimed, “I will offer sacrifices of joy in His tabernacle; I will sing, yes, I will sing praises to the Lord.”
In the New Testament, Hebrews echoes the words of David. 
“Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name. But do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.” (Hebrews 13:15–16)
Clearly, the musical worship of the Church is included as one of the spiritual sacrifices we are to offer to God. Considering this fact, it brings Jesus’ cleansing of the Temple close to home for every Christian musician and worshiper. What Jesus would not tolerate in His physical Temple is what He will not tolerate in the Church, which is His spiritual Temple. Using God’s precious gospel of salvation and the gift of worship merely to gain wealth or promote oneself is offensive to Jesus.
The Motive Behind the Money
It is not that followers of Christ should not make money as musicians. The Levites in the Temple had their support provided so they could minister. In 1 Corinthians 9:11 Paul asks, “If we have sown spiritual things for you, is it a great thing if we reap your material things?” In verse 14 he states, “…those who preach the gospel should live from the gospel.” (1 Corinthians 9:14).
Jesus was not furious with the merchants simply because they were selling animals. The people had to purchase their sacrificial animals somewhere. Jesus was angry because they were exploiting the sacrificial system and turning the Temple into a marketplace when the Father had destined it to be a house of prayer. It was not their money that angered Him, but their motives. Jesus was so adamant that the Temple be kept clean that He cleansed it at the beginning and at the end of His ministry. 
When the System Shapes the Church 
As was stated in the preface of this book, many have become content with exchanging talent for godly character, charisma for anointing, and money for the healing and saving presence of Jesus. When Christian music becomes overly commercialized, market strategies can begin to take precedence over the direction of the Holy Spirit. The bottom line has become more important than finding the will of God. Dollars and cents have become more important than disciples and souls. It has come to the point that many Christian record companies have been acquired by secular parent companies, placing significant commercial influence over their direction and priorities.
At some point, we must confront the possibility that we have normalized practices Scripture never intended. We serve a God of limitless creativity and awe-inspiring power, yet we have become content with patterning ourselves after the world. Over time, systems surrounding Christian music have adopted many of the values and practices of the secular music industry.
When fear becomes the foundation, idolatry the walls, big business the covering, and money the fuel, the structure no longer reflects the kingdom of God.
Foundation of Fear
“Whatever is not of faith is sin” (Romans 14:23).
Many no longer rely on God to supply their needs but are leaning on a music industry to make or break their destiny. Our approach to copyright can easily become driven by the fear that someone might steal, receive recognition for, or profit from “my” song. What happened to “Freely you have received, freely give” (Matthew 10:8)? 
Recording contracts are often structured so that companies, artists, publishers, and other stakeholders retain defined rights and receive their share of the profits. When control and compensation become the governing priorities, calling and obedience can easily become secondary. Many now assume that these are the realities of living in the twenty-first century.
Walls of Idolatry
The look—the right hair, makeup, album cover.
The sound—what’s hot, what’s cool, what’s in.
The image—choreography, camera angle, smile.
Jesus told the Pharisees, “On the outside you appear righteous to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness” (Matthew 23:28). Elsewhere He described them as whitewashed tombs, beautiful outwardly but full of dead men’s bones within (Matthew 23:27). Do we care more about our image than what God thinks of us?
It was said of Jesus, who walked the earth as our example, that “He has no form or comeliness; and when we see Him, there is no beauty that we should desire Him” (Isaiah 53:2). God told Samuel, “Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7).
Fuel of Money
Jesus said He was going to the Father because there was One coming after Him who would baptize us with the Holy Spirit and fire (Matthew 3:11). In the master plan of Jesus, the Holy Spirit was to be our fuel.
When financial interests begin to govern what is created, promoted, and distributed, the guidance of the Holy Spirit can quietly be pushed to the margins. “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil” (1 Timothy 6:10). If we are not careful, musicians can start to be seen, not as ministers, but as market niche fillers. In some circles young musicians are told, “If you can draw a crowd, you can have a contract, and until you get big, we tell you what to do.”
Covering of Big Business
Christian musicians must guard against allowing producers, agents, and industry leaders to carry more influence in their lives than pastors, spiritual mentors, and the leading of the Holy Spirit. Big business has tempted us to leave the God of miracles and try our hand at smoke and mirrors. No music industry, by itself, is designed to lead us into greater maturity, godliness, or spiritual power. Its systems are primarily designed to develop audiences, promote products, and generate revenue.
We have created a Christian music industry that is out of balance with its place in the Body of Christ. It has become disconnected from the local church and unaccountable to godly leadership. Separated from the whole, it has become a system of its own, lacking supernatural power and relying instead on the wisdom and ingenuity of man. We were called to impact the world, but instead we have allowed the world to impact us.
Remember
There are times when we can become so familiar with a lie that, to us, it becomes the truth.
◆
The use of God's precious gospel of salvation and the wonderful gift of worship to simply make money or for self-promotion is offensive to Jesus.
◆
We have created a Christian music industry that has adopted the values of the secular music industry and become increasingly intertwined with it.

Reflect
What assumptions or compromises have I accepted as normal that Jesus may be calling me to surrender?
Respond
Lord Jesus, forgive me for the times I have allowed the world's values to shape my thinking more than Your Word. Search my heart and expose every compromise, every misplaced motive, and every pursuit that does not honor You. Teach me to worship You with sincerity, humility, and wholehearted devotion. Fill me with fresh faith to follow Your ways. May my life bring glory to You alone. Amen.
No Compromise
Sometimes I’m ashamed of the way the church is living
And what she does with what she’s given
But you say that what you see is a beautiful bride
Sometimes I’m ashamed of the way the church is talking
Of how she acts and how she’s walking
But you say that what you see is a beautiful bride

I give You all I am while I’m alive
I give You all I am or I won’t survive
I give You all I am a living sacrifice
I give You all I am though I’m afraid
It was for this moment I was made
I give You all I am no compromise

But when I take a look beneath the surface
Not the stars, but at the servants
Then I see what You see a beautiful bride
When I look past all the glitz and glamour
I see the ones that You’ve been after
They’re not under the lights
In obscurity they sacrifice

♫ Listen: AlabasterCommons.org/heavens-sound02
Chapter 3
Heaven’s Design
For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I still pleased men, I would not be a bondservant of Christ. – Galatians 1:10
Heaven’s Design for Leaders
Ephesians 4:11 tells us that Christ, “gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers,” (Ephesians 4:11–12). In practice, however, modern Christian culture has often elevated the musician as though another office had been added to the list.
In some Christian circles, musicians are elevated into a place Scripture never intended them to occupy. In a sense, young people are being raised, influenced, and trained by Christian musicians, often modeling their lives after them. The problem is that many musicians exercise influence comparable to those in fivefold ministry without necessarily carrying the calling, preparation, accountability, or spiritual maturity such influence requires. Industry systems can reward visibility, success, and celebrity in ways that feed ambition rather than spiritual maturity.
Heaven's design is far greater than creating successful musicians. God desires to raise up servant leaders, prophetic worshipers, and disciples who reflect the character of Christ, strengthen His Church, and transform a hurting and broken world.
“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10).
If you train a generation by the lowest common denominator, you will reap a generation reaching for the lowest standards. If we are not careful, in our attempt to reach young people with a message that is palatable to them, we will raise up a generation that is powerless. If, however, we lead through dynamic examples of Spirit-filled living, young people will seek to rise to that level. “A student is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is fully trained will be like his teacher” (Luke 6:40).
Heaven’s Design for the Church
As musicians and worshipers, we must understand God’s design for His Church and our place within it. Jesus said, “I will build My Church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 16:18). The Psalms tell us that “unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who build it” (Psalm 127:1). God is building His Church, not a loose collection of individual believers. As Paul reminds us, “But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased” (1 Corinthians 12:18).
Throughout the Old Testament, musicians occupied a unique place within the people of God. Many were not merely artists or performers, but individuals set apart unto the Lord. The Levites, for example, were consecrated for continual ministry before God within the tabernacle and later the Temple. Their calling was not centered on entertaining people, but on ministering before the Lord within the place He had chosen for His presence to dwell among His people.
Under David’s leadership, worship and prophecy became deeply connected. Scripture says that musicians appointed before the Lord prophesied with harps, stringed instruments, and cymbals (1 Chronicles 25:1). Men such as Asaph, Heman, and Jeduthun were not only musicians, but prophets and seers ministering before God through worship.
Heaven’s Design for Worshipers
Throughout Scripture, this connection between worship, prophecy, and the presence of God appears repeatedly. David worshiped before the Lord with wholehearted devotion and established continual worship surrounding the Ark of God. Deborah sang prophetically after Israel’s victory. Elisha called for a musician to play before releasing the word of the Lord. Even Saul encountered a company of prophets descending with instruments, and when he entered their atmosphere, the Spirit of God came upon him and he prophesied.
This theme unfolds throughout Scripture and ultimately reveals an important distinction: the musicians most emphasized within God’s kingdom were not entertainers, but worshipers whose lives were consecrated unto Him. Their sound flowed from intimacy with God and became a vessel through which His presence, glory, and prophetic voice moved among His people.
If the music of the Church becomes centered primarily on entertainment, performance, or human recognition, an entire generation can lose familiarity with the presence of God and the ability to recognize His voice. Throughout Scripture, worship was never merely about sound. It was about communion with God Himself.
God is calling His musicians back to their place as prophetic worshipers in His kingdom. These are men and women who cultivate His presence, recognize His voice, and speak as they are led by the Holy Spirit. They remember the responsibility they carry when they minister before others and seek to please God rather than people. United with the Body of Christ and serving according to Heaven's design, they become instruments through whom God's presence, glory, and voice are revealed to the world.
Remember
God is building His Church, not a loose 
collection of individual Christians.
◆
Their sound flowed from intimacy with God and became a vessel through which His presence, glory, and prophetic voice moved among His people.
◆
God is calling His musicians back to their place as prophetic worshipers in His kingdom.

Reflect
Am I using my gifts according to Heaven's design, to magnify Christ and help others encounter His presence, or to draw attention to myself?
Respond
Father, thank You for Your beautiful design for my life. Help me to serve Your Kingdom instead of building my own. Fill me with Your Holy Spirit and let my life always point others to Jesus rather than to myself. Teach me to pursue Your presence above recognition, Your approval above applause, and Your glory above every personal ambition. Make me a faithful vessel through whom Your voice, Your love, and Your presence can be revealed to others. In Jesus' name, Amen.
Vessel of Clay
I am just a vessel of clay
Created to be filled with Your glory
I am just a vessel in Your hands
Created to tell the Gospel Story

I was made to be filled with the glory of God
A temple filled with Your presence
I was made to be filled with the glory of God
A temple to give You reverence

Fill me Jesus with Your Spirit’s life
Fill me Father, consumed by Christ
Fill me Jesus till I overflow
Fill me Father with Your Holy Ghost

♫ Listen: AlabasterCommons.org/heavens-sound03
Chapter 4
First Things First
...who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. – Romans 1:25
Scripture consistently reveals music as a powerful vehicle through which humanity worships God. Revelation, the most musical book in the Bible outside of the Psalms and a picture of perfection currently found only in heaven, contains many moments of direct worship of the King of kings. The greater our revelation of God, the greater our desire to worship Him.
However, before we lock ourselves in a sanctuary and worship until eternity, we must remember that worship is not limited to music. Worship includes the spiritual sacrifices of obedience, good works, and the proclamation of the gospel. Jesus’ Great Commission to the Church was to “go into all the world and preach the gospel” (Mark 16:15). Musical worship is not the entirety of our calling, but without communion with God we will never fulfill the mission He has given us. Through worship we have divine fellowship with God, who is our source of strength and direction. Worship feeds the spirit and enables us to live lives not just maintaining, but conquering.
In worship, earth touches heaven and heaven touches earth. In pure worship, it is as if we step out of the natural realm into the supernatural. We receive deeper revelation of our heavenly Father, our Savior, and our Helper. Life comes into proper perspective. Questions are answered or no longer matter. Direction is given. Mountains become molehills. Valleys become bridges. Fear, worry, and doubt fade away.
“But those who wait on the Lord
Shall renew their strength;
They shall mount up with wings like eagles,
They shall run and not be weary,
They shall walk and not faint.” (Isaiah 40:31).

There is a reality that must be addressed if we are going to move beyond the idea of worship and into the life of a true worshiper. What we consistently feed on determines what we become sensitive to. What we consume shapes how we think, feel, and function, yet many believers overlook this in their spiritual lives.
We live in a culture saturated with sound. Music is constant, shaping atmospheres, thoughts, and emotions. While not all of it is evil, much of what fills the ears of believers is designed for entertainment rather than transformation. It engages the mind and stirs emotion but does not necessarily draw the heart toward God or cultivate sensitivity to His presence.
The issue is not simply what is right or wrong. The issue is what is forming us.
Many believers in Christ desire to grow in God, to hear His voice, to know His presence, and to reflect His nature. Yet the primary sound filling their lives often contradicts that desire. This disconnect produces spiritual dullness, not because God has withdrawn, but because the heart has been shaped by other influences.
This is why worship should be more than an occasional experience. It should be the environment we live in. Worshipers after God’s own heart who love to praise Him, spend time with Him and cultivate His presence.
This is not about legalism. It is about alignment. It is choosing what feeds the spirit rather than what merely entertains the soul. It is choosing what forms us into people who can carry His presence and respond to His voice.
David understood this. He did not just write songs but lived before and with his God. The Psalms were not isolated moments, but the overflow of a life consistently turned toward the Lord.
What fills our environment will eventually influence our expression. If our ears are tuned to the world, our lives will reflect it. But if they are tuned to the sound of heaven, what flows from us will carry that same sound. This is where “first things first” becomes a decision. These are formative choices. Scripture calls us to set our minds on things above and to dwell on what is true, noble, pure and lovely (Colossians 3:2; Philippians 4:8).
True worshipers who carry Heaven’s sound are immersed in God’s Word and His presence. They honor Him with what fills their time, their minds and their desires. They are surrounded by the sound of heaven, more than the sound of the world. 
The sound we carry will always be shaped by the sound we consume.
To live powerful lives as believers, first things must be first. Romans tells us that in the last days men will worship and serve the creature rather than the Creator (Romans 1:25). Worshiping music over music’s Creator constitutes idolatry. A professing Christian musician who does not truly worship God or cultivate His presence risks losing connection to their Creator. 
Music was not meant to be an object of our affections, but a means through which we could give our affections to God.
Remember
The sound we carry will always be shaped by the sound we consume.
◆
This is not about legalism. It is about alignment.
◆
Music was not meant to be an object of our affections, but a means through which we could give our affections to God.

Reflect
What voices and influences are shaping my heart each day? Are they drawing me closer to God’s presence and the sound of heaven, or toward the values of this world?
Respond
Father, I desire to worship You above everything else. Help me place You first in every area of my life. Teach me to fill my heart and mind with what draws me closer to Your presence and aligns me with Your will. Tune my ears to hear Your voice, my heart to love what You love, and my life to reflect the sound of heaven. May everything I consume and everything I carry bring glory to You. In Jesus' name, Amen.
Only and Every
Only do what you ask me to
But do everything You’re speaking
Only do what you ask me to
But do everything You’re speaking

Man cannot live on bread alone
But by every word from your throne
Speak to me now and I will go
Do only, do every
I’ll do Only, Every
I’ll do Only, Every
I’ll do Only, Everything You say

Speak to me now and I will go
Take me up higher so you can show me
Speak to me now and I will go
Do only, I’ll do every

♫ Listen: AlabasterCommons.org/heavens-sound04
Chapter 5
The Strange Ways of God
The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. – 2 Corinthians 10:4 NIV
God's Upside-Down Kingdom
From the beginning of time, the ways of God have seemed strange. The principles of God’s kingdom are at odds with the principles of this world. Jesus’ life challenged the thinking of those around Him. He showed us that you win by losing, gain by giving, are crowned by serving, and live by dying. Jesus never tried to climb the ladder of success. Success to Him was simple obedience to His Father’s voice. Though He was the very Son of God and completely without sin, He did not begin His earthly ministry until He was thirty (Luke 3:23). He waited for the Father’s appointed time to begin His public ministry.
The Leaders God Chooses
God is looking for a generation that is not merely gifted, recruited, and employed, but who are called, sent, and empowered. God does not choose His leaders based on their résumé or their demo tape. He chooses leaders based on unique individual callings and, even more importantly, what they do in their secret place.
David was a young shepherd boy, yet God was drawn to what David was doing alone in the field. He wrote love song after love song to God, not for the ears of man, but for the ears of his closest friend. He put his life on the line for the least of these, a flock of sheep, and exercised his faith against lions and bears (1 Samuel 17:34–36). When Samuel, a man who learned the voice of God at an early age, was instructed to anoint David as king of Israel, even the great prophet was confused. David did not appear to be a likely candidate to rule a kingdom. But God reminded him, “Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7). David was a man after God’s own heart (1 Samuel 13:14).
Called, Not Manufactured
God's pattern has always been the same. Before He entrusts someone with public influence, He first shapes them in private obedience.
When gifted young musicians are offered rapid visibility and success based primarily on talent, image, and marketability, their gifts may be celebrated before their character has been formed. Many of these young men and women are called to be the prophets and leaders of tomorrow, yet they are being sidetracked. Many are chasing the applause of man instead of the approval of God.
Another pitfall occurs when we try to reach a generation by mimicking their musical sound and their culture, without bringing our sound and our lives under God’s authority.
Paul said, “I have become all things to all men, that I might by all means save some.” (1 Corinthians 9:22)
Paul also said, “But as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, even so we speak, not as pleasing men, but God who tests our hearts” 1 Thessalonians 2:4.
Paul adapted his approach to reach different people as God directed, but he did not adopt their sin or compromise the gospel. Paul followed the leading of the Holy Spirit as he carried the gospel to the world.
Paul’s calling and authority did not originate from an institution or industry, but from a direct encounter with the risen Christ and the empowering work of the Holy Spirit. Paul was called by God and sent by the apostles through the laying on of hands (Acts 13:2–3). 
Because he was sent and empowered by God, and because he remained in joint mission with the Church, he carried the spiritual authority needed to reach his generation. Paul did not water down the gospel to make it acceptable to his audience. He used their language, but he did not try to impress them.
The Power Behind the Message
“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds,” (2 Corinthians 10:4). Paul did not operate using natural methods. He wrote in 1 Corinthians 2:4–5, “And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.”
Paul walked in signs and wonders, as did the believers of the early Church. We are not to follow after signs and wonders, but signs and wonders are meant to follow us and point others to Jesus. To proclaim the Great Commission without depending upon the power of the Holy Spirit is to attempt a supernatural mission through natural strength.
Jesus said, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He who believes and is baptized will be saved... these signs will follow those who believe...” (Mark 16:15, 17).
Jesus also said, “…he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father.” (John 14:12). The works of Jesus included miraculous power, but His life also revealed humility, service, compassion, and sacrifice. 
Walking in power also means being people who know and use the Word of God. God has uniquely inspired His written Word and uses it to pierce the heart with an authority no human words can equal. You can say things in your own words, and they may sound impressive, but when you speak the Word of God, it pierces the heart. That Word divides between soul and spirit (Hebrews 4:12). When Jesus faced satan in the wilderness, He used the most powerful words on earth, the Word of God (Matthew 4:4–10). If we are going to reach this generation, we must not dilute God’s Word. We must deliver it in the same way He has given it to us.
God’s Strange Ways
There is no model in Scripture for compromising the message to gain acceptance. God calls us to be sensitive to the Holy Spirit, and He promises to show us how to reach the lost. But do not expect Him to lead you into what is ordinary.
Remember, this is the God who told Noah to build an ark in the middle of dry land (Genesis 6:14), Abraham to offer his only son (Genesis 22:2), Moses to stretch out his rod over the sea (Exodus 14:16), Joshua to march around Jericho and shout (Joshua 6:3–5), Gideon to reduce his army to three hundred men (Judges 7:7), Ezekiel to lie on his side for hundreds of days and cook his food over dung (Ezekiel 4:4–15), and Hosea to marry a prostitute (Hosea 1:2).
In the New Testament, God told a virgin she would bear the Son of God (Luke 1:31), instructed wise men to follow a star (Matthew 2:9–10), and used John the Baptist, clothed in camel’s hair and eating locusts and wild honey, to prepare the way for His Son (Matthew 3:4).
When Jesus began His ministry, He turned water into wine (John 2:1–11) and cleansed the Temple during Passover (John 2:15). He called His disciples to leave everything and follow Him (Matthew 4:19–20). His miracles did not follow formulas or predictable patterns. He simply listened to His Father and obeyed, even when it meant doing something unusual, such as placing mud on a blind man’s eyes (John 9:6).
God is waiting for a generation that will take Him at His Word, believe what He says, and act in faith on principles that may seem foolish to the natural mind.
Living A Life of Faith
“…because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth” (Revelation 3:16). God is not calling believers to maintain, but to conquer, to live full of His power and effective against the kingdom of darkness. What this generation often lacks is passion. God created us to live with intensity and purpose. Some of this burden lies with leaders who fail to give people something worth being passionate about. Churches that never challenge people, but care more about their comfort.
Live a life of faith. Don’t be lukewarm. Live boldly. The lives of the great leaders of Scripture were not safe, comfortable, or easily understood. When you are led by the Spirit of God, you should expect a journey. There is music in the heart of God that is revolutionary and impossible for the world to reproduce, and He is waiting for someone to entrust it to.
Discover Your Calling 
Based on the previous chapter, you may be wondering whether this means a musician who is a follower of Christ should only sing worship music. The answer is no.
Some are called, like the Levites, to devote their lives to worship. That alone is a high calling. Others are called, like David, to be musical messengers to their generation, inspired not by human creativity alone, but by the Spirit of God. The key is to find your calling, because outside of God’s purpose for you, you will never find true success. God’s vision for His prophetic worshipers are clear: love Him deeply, cultivate a life of worship, be called and empowered by Him, move in His timing, and be recognized and sent by His Church.
If you are a worshiper, a songwriter, or a musician and this does not reflect your life, return to God’s Word and to His presence. Listen for His voice and discover your own calling. God is calling His people to a higher level. “For the time has come for judgment to begin with the household of God” (1 Peter 4:17). Invite God to search your heart, motives, and direction. Do not settle for a lesser version of the life God has called you to and has promised you could live.
Remember
Success to Jesus was simple obedience to His Father’s voice.
◆
The lives of the great leaders of Scripture were not safe, comfortable, or easily understood. 
◆
There is music in the heart of God that is revolutionary and impossible for the world to reproduce.

Reflect
Am I pursuing success by the world's standards, or am I simply seeking to obey God's voice wherever He leads?
Respond
Father, teach me to value obedience above success and Your approval above the praise of people. Give me faith to follow wherever You lead, even when Your ways are beyond my understanding. Fill me with Your Spirit, establish me in Your Word, and make my life a demonstration of Your power, Your love, and Your wisdom. May I faithfully fulfill the calling You have prepared for me. In Jesus' name, Amen.
Smallest Things
You created all things
You sustain all that breathes
Yet You care for the smallest things
You created the universe
You sustain it with Your word
Yet You care for the smallest things

Your mind is vast, It is incomprehensible
Your mind is vast
Your ways are unsearchable
Your mind is vast, You created all things
Your mind is vast
Yet You care for the weak

Yet You care for the smallest things
Yet You yearn for my intimacy
Yet You care for the smallest things
And you want me for eternity

♫ Listen: AlabasterCommons.org/heavens-sound05
Chapter 6
The Father Is Seeking
For the eyes of the Lord range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him...
2 Chronicles 16:9 NIV
Worship Begins with Relationship
Worship is one of the most misunderstood and yet most central aspects of the life of a follower of Christ. For many, it is confined to music, songs sung in a church service, moments of emotional expression, or an atmosphere created by instruments and voices. But worship, in its truest form, is far deeper, far broader, and far more demanding than a musical experience. Worship is the response of a life to the revelation of God.
From the very beginning, worship has always been tied to relationship. In the Garden of Eden, before sin entered the world, Adam and Eve lived in continual fellowship with God. There was no separation, no striving, and no system, only communion. Before the fall, their lives were marked by obedience, intimacy, and unbroken fellowship with their Creator.
When sin entered, worship did not disappear, but it changed. What had once been easy and natural now required sacrifice, and what had once been effortless now required intention. One of the first recorded act of worship after the fall involved offerings, with Abel bringing to the Lord the firstborn of his flock (Genesis 4:3–5). From that moment forward, worship and sacrifice became inseparably linked, establishing a principle that carries throughout all of Scripture.
The Cost of Worship
Worship always costs something. Abraham was willing to place even his promised son on the altar in obedience to God. (Genesis 22:2). It cost David his dignity as he danced before the Lord with all his might (2 Samuel 6:14). It cost the woman with the alabaster box everything she had as she poured it out at the feet of Jesus (Mark 14:3). True worship is never convenient, never casual, and never without cost.
And yet, in our generation, worship has often been reduced to what is comfortable, what is appealing, and what is beneficial to us. We have created environments where worship is evaluated by how it makes us feel rather than by whether it is pleasing to God, and we measure success by response instead of surrender. In doing so, we have learned to produce powerful moments without necessarily expecting lasting transformation.
The Worshiper the Father Seeks
Worship was never designed to serve us. We were designed to serve God. Jesus made this unmistakably clear when He spoke to the woman at the well. In one of the most defining statements on worship in all of Scripture, He said, “But the hour comes, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father seeks such to be His worshipers” (John 4:23).
Notice what He did not say. He did not say the Father is seeking songs, nor did He say the Father is seeking services. He said the Father is seeking worshipers. Worship is not an event we attend, but an identity we carry.
To worship in spirit means that worship must originate from within. It is not external performance, but an internal reality, the spirit of man responding to the Spirit of God (John 4:24). To worship in truth means that worship must be aligned with who God truly is, not who we imagine or want Him to be. It must be rooted in revelation, grounded in Scripture, and expressed in sincerity.
Spirit without truth leads to emotionalism without foundation, while truth without spirit leads to form without life. True worship requires both, because only in their union does worship become complete.
From Shadow to Revelation
Throughout the Old Testament, God established patterns of worship through the tabernacle and the temple. These were not random structures, but divine blueprints that revealed the nature of approaching Him. There were sacrifices, priests, altars, and protocols, and everything pointed toward holiness, reverence, and the necessity of mediation between God and man (Exodus 25:8–9).
Yet even within that system, there were glimpses of something greater. David carried a revelation that transcended his time, understanding that God was not ultimately after the sacrifice of animals, but after the posture of his heart (Psalm 51:17).
David also discovered that worship was not only sacrificial, but also relational. He instituted continual worship before the Lord, creating an atmosphere where God’s presence was not visited occasionally, but hosted continually (1 Chronicles 16:37). This revelation pointed forward to what would be fully realized through Christ.
When Jesus came, He did not abolish sacrifice. He fulfilled it. Through His death and resurrection, the veil that separated man from God was torn in two (Matthew 27:51). Access was no longer limited to priests. The presence of God was no longer confined to a place, and worship was no longer bound to a system. It became personal, constant, and ultimately a lifestyle.
The New Testament makes it clear that believers are now the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19). This means that worship is no longer something we go to, but something we carry. Every action, every decision, and every thought is an opportunity to honor God.
Paul writes, “I beg you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service” (Romans 12:1). Worship is no longer defined by a moment, but by a life laid down.
More Than Music
This brings us back to the central issue. Music is a powerful expression of worship, but it is not its definition. It can accompany worship, facilitate worship, and even intensify worship, but it cannot replace it.
A person can sing and not worship, and a person can worship and never sing. God is not impressed by sound alone. He receives the worship of surrendered hearts.
This is where the line is drawn. In every generation, there has been a distinction between those who participate in worship and those who live as worshipers. One group engages when the music starts, while the other never stops. One group offers moments, while the other offers their lives.
The Father is seeking. He is not just searching for talent or creativity, but for hearts that are fully yielded to Him. He is searching for those who understand that worship is not about being seen but about seeing Him. Not about being heard but about hearing Him. Not just about expressing ourselves but about exalting Him.
Until this revelation is restored, our worship and all our musical expressions will remain shallow. But when it takes root, when a generation begins to understand what worship truly is, it will change everything. It will change how we live, how we love others, and how we approach God.
As we learn to live as true worshipers, our hearts become prepared to hear and participate in the sound of heaven.
Remember
Worship is the response of a life to 
the revelation of God.
◆
Worship is not an event we attend, 
but an identity we carry.
◆
The Father is seeking. He is not just searching 
for talent or creativity, but for hearts that are 
fully yielded to Him.

Reflect
Is my worship confined to moments of music, or has my entire life become an offering to God?
Respond
Father, I see that You are seeking worshipers whose hearts are fully devoted to You. Forgive me for the times I have reduced worship to a moment instead of living a life surrendered to You. Teach me to worship You in spirit and in truth, not only with my songs, but with my thoughts, my words, my actions, and my obedience. May my life become a continual offering of love, gratitude, and reverence to You. Help me to keep You at the center of my heart, for You alone are worthy of my worship. In Jesus' name, Amen.
Altar of Incense
An Altar of Incense, An altar of prayer
An Altar of worship, I meet with You here
Incense I bring, my offering
Only the best for my King

You are worthy of it all
You are worthy Oh my King
You are worthy of it all
So, I bring an offering
You are worthy of it all
You are worthy of my love
That’s why I pour it out on you
My alabaster box

My Altar of Incense
My alabaster box
My Altar of Incense
For the One that I love

♫ Listen: AlabasterCommons.org/heavens-sound06
Part Two
God’s Place in Worship
Chapter 7
The Sound of Heaven
And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound of many waters and as the sound of mighty thunderings, saying, “Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns!” – Revelation 19:6
The Sound of Heaven
There is a sound that originates in heaven, a sound that proceeds directly from the presence of God Himself. Scripture gives language to this reality in a way that is both powerful and mysterious, describing it as the “sound of many waters.” This phrase appears repeatedly throughout the Bible, not as poetic coincidence, but as intentional revelation.
The Voice of the Lamb
The first place we encounter this sound is in the voice of the Son of Man. John writes in Revelation, “His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound of many waters” (Revelation 1:15). 
Jesus stands at the center of heaven, not merely as a King on a throne, but as the Lamb who was slain and now lives forever. His authority is not detached from His sacrifice. It flows from it. He is the One whom all creation turns toward, the One heaven never stops beholding. When He speaks, His voice is not quiet or uncertain. It is overwhelming, majestic, and all-encompassing, the sound of many waters. It is the sound of power and depth, like oceans crashing in unison, a sound impossible to ignore and impossible to rival. His voice carries authority over creation, judgment over rebellion, and comfort over His people. It is not one voice among many. It is the voice that silences all others.
Yet this same sound belongs to the Lamb, the One who was slain, whose wounds remain visible, whose humility defines His glory. The sound of many waters is not cold or distant. It is the voice of the Bridegroom calling His bride, the Shepherd calling His sheep, the Redeemer who gave Himself for those He loves. The One whose voice shakes heaven is the same One who invites, “Come.” His voice fills heaven because His sacrifice secured it. His authority resounds because His love was proven. Forever, at the center of heaven is the Lamb, to whom the elders fall down in worship, and the multitude of the redeemed shout, Hallelujah. 
The Sound Around the Throne
But the sound carries on. This same sound is then revealed in the wings of the four living creatures around God’s throne. Ezekiel records, “When they went, I heard the noise of their wings, like the noise of many waters, like the voice of the Almighty, a tumult like the noise of an army; and when they stood still, they let down their wings.” (Ezekiel 1:24).
The four living creatures, identified in Ezekiel 10:20 as the four cherubim, are among the most exalted created beings revealed in Scripture. In Ezekiel 1 and 10, they are described as having a human-like form with four faces: man, lion, ox, and eagle, often understood as symbolizing the fullness of created life and reflecting aspects of God’s majesty. They possess four wings, with hands beneath their wings. Their bodies are covered in eyes, and they move in perfect unity with the Spirit. In Revelation, John sees these same beings around the throne, each associated with one of the four faces, emphasizing complementary perspective rather than contradiction. Their appearance is fiery, radiant, and dynamic, like burning coals, lightning, and flashing brilliance, revealing both the holiness and power of God’s immediate presence.
In heaven, the cherubim function at the very center of God’s throne room, surrounding and attending His throne continuously. They are inseparably linked to His presence. Where the Spirit moves, they move. Where the glory rests, they remain. Ezekiel’s vision presents them as the living formation of God’s mobile throne, while Revelation shows them in perpetual proximity to the Lamb and the One seated on the throne. They are not distant messengers, but intimate attendants of divine rule, attending God’s throne, leading worship, and participating in the execution of His commands. Their constant declaration, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty,Who was and is and is to come!” (Revelation 4:8), establishes them as eternal witnesses to God’s nature and initiators of worship that reverberates throughout heaven.
Their role as guardians of God’s glory is seen from the beginning of Scripture to its culmination. In Genesis 3:24, cherubim guard the way to the Tree of Life, protecting access to God’s life after the fall. In the tabernacle and the temple, they are positioned over the mercy seat, overshadowing the place where God’s presence dwells and from which He speaks (Exodus 25:22). This guarding is not merely defensive, but revelatory, marking the boundary between the holy and the profane and ensuring that God’s glory is approached according to His order. In Ezekiel, they are present in moments of judgment, carrying out divine commands and participating in the departure of God’s glory from the temple, demonstrating their role in both preserving and executing His holiness.
At the same time, the cherubim exist to give God glory through unceasing worship and exaltation. Their very being reflects His attributes, and their primary expression is adoration. The sound of their wings is like the voice of the Almighty, like the noise of many waters, an overwhelming, thunderous resonance that mirrors God’s own voice. Their movement and sound reflect and proclaim the majesty of the God whose throne they attend. In Revelation, they lead heaven in worship and participate in the unfolding of God’s judgments and purpose. Thus, the cherubim both guard God’s glory and give God glory, standing at the intersection of His holiness, His throne, and His purposes in heaven and on the earth.
The Song of the Redeemed
This same sound appears again, not only as the voice of the Lamb and the wings of the living creatures, but also in the worship of the redeemed. John writes, “And I heard a voice from heaven, like the voice of many waters, and like the voice of loud thunder. And I heard the sound of harpists playing their harps. They sang as it were a new song before the throne...” (Revelation 14:2–3). Later he records, “I heard something like the voice of a great multitude, and like the sound of many waters, and like the voice of mighty thunders, saying, ‘Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns!’” (Revelation 19:6).
Here, the sound that originated in God and was reflected by the living creatures is now expressed through God’s people. The redeemed have become carriers of the sound of His voice.
Taken together, these passages reveal a striking progression: the sound belongs first to God, is echoed around His throne, and is heard again in the unified worship of the redeemed. This reveals something essential. The sound of heaven is not meant to remain confined to heaven. It is meant to be carried into the earth through a people who are aligned with their Savior.
The Echo of Heaven on Earth
When the body of Christ unites in worship, something supernatural takes place. Individual voices, each carrying a distinct tone, story, and expression, begin to merge into something far greater than themselves. As each person yields, not losing identity but surrendering, they become part of a unified sound. Individual droplets joining together become an overwhelming cascade, the sound of many waters.
We sound like Him when we worship in unity. As our hearts align with His, the sound of the redeemed reflects the sound surrounding His throne. Worship was never meant to originate with us, but to echo what is already resounding around His throne.
This is why unity in worship carries such power. It is not rooted in uniformity or sameness, but in alignment. When hearts are aligned toward God, when motives are purified, and when attention is fixed on Him, the sound that emerges begins to reflect His own voice.
In that moment, the Church becomes more than a gathering of individuals. It becomes a vessel through which the sound of heaven is released into the earth. That sound carries cleansing power, washing over hearts and removing what does not belong. At the same time, it brings refreshing, clarity, and renewal. It carries authority, not because of volume or intensity, but because it originates in alignment with the presence of God.
It is not something that can be forced or manufactured. It flows when God’s people come into alignment with His presence, when surrender replaces striving, and when worship becomes the overflow of a life yielded to Him.
This is Heaven’s Sound. This is the sound of many waters.
It is not defined by style, confined to a genre, or produced by a formula. It is the expression of a people who are fully surrendered, fully aligned, and fully engaged with the presence of God. When that sound is released, it does more than fill a room or create an atmosphere.
It reveals Jesus, helping people perceive by the Spirit what cannot be seen with natural eyes and encounter what they had previously known only by faith. 
Remember
The redeemed have become carriers 
of the sound of His voice.
◆
We sound like Him when we worship in unity.
◆
Worship was never meant to originate with us, 
but to echo what is already resounding 
around His throne.

Reflect
Does my life echo the sound of heaven, or is it being shaped by the competing voices of this world?
Respond
Father, thank You for inviting me into the worship that has surrounded Your throne from the beginning. May my worship never originate from my own ambition, preferences, or emotions, but from a life surrendered to Your presence. Unite Your people as one, so that together we may reflect Your glory and echo the sound of many waters throughout the earth. Let my life reveal Jesus and may every word I speak and every song I sing bring honor and glory to Your name. In Jesus' name, Amen.
Lord of All
Jesus, I love You
No one above You
You are my Bridegroom
Jesus, I love You

Jesus, You are the Lord of all
The Universe is in Your hands
Jesus, You reign above it all
In victory You stand

Angels crying holy
Multitudes stand in awe
Saints bow in worship
To the Lamb of God
Angels crying holy
Multitudes join the song
Saints bow in worship
To the Lord of all

♫ Listen: AlabasterCommons.org/heavens-sound07
Chapter 8
The Sound of Babylon
“...Thus with violence the great city Babylon shall be thrown down, and shall not be found anymore. 22 The sound of harpists, musicians, flutists, and trumpeters shall not be heard in you anymore...” – Revelation 18:21–22
The Unseen War
Scripture reveals an unseen spiritual conflict involving the kingdom of God and the powers of darkness, a conflict whose effects reach every human life. If you could step back and observe it from a distance, the imbalance would be both striking and perplexing. The power at the disposal of the armies of heaven vastly outweighs the power of hell. If described in measurable terms, the odds would be incalculable. Yet the forces of hell continue to put up a persistent fight. How can this be?
God has determined that the Church, composed of fallible and finite men, would play a decisive role in the final judgement of satan. Christ has already secured Satan’s decisive defeat through the cross and resurrection, yet God has called the Church to enforce that victory through faithful witness, prayer, obedience, and spiritual resistance. God has chosen to involve His Church in the advance of His kingdom, and our obedience or disobedience has real consequences within the spiritual conflict. This leaves satan with one option. He cannot win the war, but he is determined to win as many battles as possible. His weapons are not substance, but illusion; fear, doubt, lust, and lies. Nothing he possesses can truly overcome the Church when she is aligned with heaven.
2 Corinthians 2:11 warns us, “lest Satan should take advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of his devices.” 
Ephesians 6:11–12 commissions us to, “Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.”
The Corruption of Worship
Both Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28 contain prophecies regarding earthly kings, that many bible interpreters believe are also prophetically describing satan and his fall. Isaiah 14 describes the king of Bablyon, and Ezekial 28 describes the king of Tyre.
In Ezekiel’s description satan is portrayed as “the anointed cherub who covers” (Ezekiel 28:14) If satan was a cherub this directly connects him to the cherubim who guard and give glory in the presence of God. This places him not on the outskirts of heaven, but near the throne of God.
The cherubim, as revealed in Ezekiel and in Revelation, are inseparably linked to God’s glory, His presence, and the worship that surrounds His throne. Their wings resound like the sound of many waters. Their existence is centered on worship, holiness, and the amplification of His presence. While Scripture does not explicitly place Satan among the cherubim who surround God's throne, Ezekiel presents him as "the anointed cherub who covers," suggesting a position of extraordinary privilege and proximity to God's glory.
This reveals one of the greatest ironies in Scripture: the one who now seeks to corrupt worship once stood nearest its purest expression.
Isaiah 14:11 describes lucifer (satan) possessing stringed instruments. “Your pomp is brought down to Sheol, and the sound of your stringed instruments” (Isaiah 14:11)
 Some translations of Ezekiel 28:13 refer to timbrels and pipes, being built in him or for him. “The workmanship of your timbrels and pipes was prepared for you on the day you were created” (Ezekiel 28:13).
While the exact meaning of all of these passages is debated, collectively they suggest that satan was designed for the musical worship of God. But instead of using his beauty, his music, his song to worship the King above all kings, he decided he wanted to be the recipient of the ultimate glory.  
“How you have fallen from heaven, Lucifer, son of the morning! How you are cut down to the ground, you who weakened the nations! For you said in your heart, ‘I will ascend into heaven. I will exalt my throne above the stars of God… I will make myself like the Most High’” (Isaiah 14:12–14). 
His fall was not simply rebellion. It was the desire to redirect glory to himself.
Counterfeit Glory
The book of Revelation continues this trajectory, describing a system in Babylon that mirrors satan’s nature: “The sound of harpists, musicians, flutists, and trumpeters will not be heard in you any more… For your merchants were the princes of the earth; for with your sorcery all the nations were deceived” (Revelation 18:22–23).
The pattern is consistent. What once existed in purity around the throne is now counterfeited in a fallen system on the earth.
Satan has never been interested in music for its own sake. He is interested in worship. The war he wages over the control of sound is not about preference or style. It is about direction. He seeks to influence how and who humanity worships. He knows music was created to facilitate worship toward God, so he seeks to steal it, pervert it, and redirect it.
The book of Revelation gives a sobering picture of the end of this war.
“But the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, that they should not worship demons, and idols of gold, silver, brass, stone, and wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk” (Revelation 9:20).
So they worshiped the dragon who gave authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast? Who is able to make war with him” (Revelation 13:4)?
“All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” (Revelation 13:8).
The war over worship becomes fully visible. Humanity will not stop worshiping. The only question is who or what will receive that worship.
In Matthew, satan himself revealed how central worship is when he tempted Jesus.
“Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said to Him, “All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve’ ” (Matthew 4:8–10).
The Battle Line
We see in this scripture that satan craves worship. He was cast out of heaven because he sought to exalt himself above the Most High. If he cannot get man to directly worship him he will try and redirect man’s worship from God toward idols, wickedness, self, recognition, affirmation, or applause.
He is the master of subtle deviation. If he can shift the focus even slightly, it is enough. Above all, he hates pure worship, worship that directs all glory, honor, and praise to God alone.
The one who once covered the glory now seeks to corrupt or redirect it.
Any time man retains even a portion of the glory intended for God, that redirection aligns with his original rebellion. This extends far beyond music. It touches every sphere of life. The preacher who takes glory for a message God anointed, the teacher who claims ownership over truth that came from God, and the musician who absorbs the recognition for what was meant to glorify God.
It all comes from Him. It flows through Him. And all glory must return to Him. “For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen” (Romans 11:36).
This is the battle line, where the war over worship is fought. The evil one who now seeks to redirect glory understands its value because he once stood in the very presence of God's glory.
Remember
God has determined that the Church, composed of fallible and finite men, would play a decisive role in the final judgement of satan.
◆
The evil one who seeks to corrupt worship once stood in direct relationship to its purest expression.
◆
The one who once covered the glory now seeks to corrupt or redirect it
◆
The war over worship is ultimately a war over glory.

Reflect
In what areas of my life am I tempted to retain the glory that belongs to God alone?
Respond
Father, thank You for revealing the enemy's schemes so that I will not be ignorant of them. Guard my heart from every subtle temptation to seek glory for myself. Let my worship remain pure, my motives remain humble, and my eyes remain fixed on Jesus alone. Teach me to recognize every counterfeit and to love what is true. May every gift You have entrusted to me become an offering returned to You, for from You, through You, and to You are all things. To You alone be the glory forever. Amen.
One Heart’s Desire
All around us unseen a battle is waging
The stakes too high to ignore
The angels of death and the hosts of heaven
Engaged in earth’s final war

The eyes of the Lord look across the earth
For a heart that is set on him
Who in no way has made the world his friend
The angels of light look on
Anxious to see God show Himself strong
But He will wait for His perfect time
When He hears a broken heart cry

You’re my one heart’s desire
My all consuming fire
Lord of all Lords you’re to me
I give You my all now
And I’m waiting for Your call
Please make me what you want me to be

♫ Listen: AlabasterCommons.org/heavens-sound08
Chapter 9
The Selling of Worship
By the abundance of your commerce, your insides were filled with violence, and you have sinned... By the multitude of your iniquities, in the unrighteousness of your commerce, you have profaned your sanctuaries. – Ezekiel 28:16, 18 WEB
Commerce in the Temple
What Jesus confronted in the Temple was not a momentary abuse, but the visible manifestation of a deeper corruption that had developed over time. What had been established as a holy system of sacrifice had been reshaped into a system of commerce. What was meant to lead men into reverence and humility had become a system that could be managed, exchanged, and profited from. 
God never intended His Temple to look and function like Babylon. He intended it to reflect Heaven.
The people were no longer coming to worship God in purity. They were navigating a structure that stood between them and their Creator. Sacrifices were being sold, currency was being exchanged, and access to worship had taken on a transactional nature. Standing in the midst of all of this activity was the very One to whom those sacrifices pointed, Jesus, the Lamb of God. He was present, yet unrecognized, central, yet unreceived. The system that had been designed to lead men to Jesus had instead become a barrier that obscured Him.
The Corruption of Commerce
Long before there were merchants in the Temple, there was a moment of corruption in heaven.
In Ezekiel 28, the prophet addresses the king of Tyre using language that many interpreters understand as reaching beyond the earthly ruler to Satan’s original fall, including the description of an “anointed cherub who covers.”
“By the abundance of your commerce, your insides were filled with violence, and you have sinned, Therefore I have cast you as profane out of God’s mountain. I have destroyed you, covering cherub” (Ezekiel 28:16).
We see here that satan’s corruption involved not only pride but was also connected in some way to commerce. What had been given to him by God was no longer stewarded in devotion but leveraged for personal glory and gain. The same pattern of pride, self-exaltation, exploitation, and false worship that characterized satan’s spiritual rebellion now appears repeatedly in earthly systems.
That corruption is clearly seen in the biblical picture of Babylon.
Revelation describes Babylon as a fully developed system built upon commerce, influence, luxury, and spiritual deception. 
“Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, and she has become a habitation of demons, a prison of every unclean spirit… For all the nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her sexual immorality… and the merchants of the earth grew rich from the abundance of her luxury” (Revelation 18:2–3).
Babylon is not only defined by immorality, but by a corrupt economic system. It is a system where everything can be traded, where influence can be bought, and where even what appears spiritual can be shaped by underlying motives of selfish gain. Within this system, there is also sound. 
The Sound of Babylon
“The sound of harpists, musicians, flutists, and trumpeters will not be heard in you (Babylon) anymore” (Revelation 18:22).
Babylon has a sound. It has its own music, its own messengers, and its own means of capturing human desire. Its sound is not defined by a particular genre or instrument, but by its source, its allegiance, and the glory it seeks.
Scripture makes it clear that because of Babylon’s rebellion, that sound will ultimately be silenced. What exists apart from God cannot endure, and what is sustained by corruption cannot remain.
The Lamb of God stands at the center of Heaven’s worship, and satan attempts to stand at the center of Babylon’s counterfeit worship. The book of Revelation does not present Babylon merely as a political power or an immoral culture, but as a system built on misdirected worship, sustained by deception, pleasure, power, commerce and sound. 
Come Out of Her, My People
Babylon’s power lies not primarily in force, but in its ability to seduce the heart, to normalize false devotion, and to make idolatry feel compelling and desirable. Before Revelation describes Babylon’s fall, it records a cry from heaven: 
“Come out of her, my people, lest you share in her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues” (Revelation 18:4).
Babylon’s greatest threat is not persecution, but participation. God’s people are warned not merely to resist Babylon, but to separate from her system, because it offers a version of life and worship that feels compatible with faith until allegiance quietly shifts. As the return of Jesus Christ approaches, the songs we direct toward God and the songs through which we minister to people should align with the sound of Heaven rather than the sound of Babylon.
God’s call to come out of Babylon is not an attempt to limit creativity or take pleasure from His people. It is an act of mercy. He is separating them from a corrupt system whose apparent strength is temporary and whose judgment is certain. Anything rooted in that system will eventually share its fate. When Babylon falls, its sound falls with it.
Reflecting Heaven 
When Jesus entered His Father’s house, He should have found a reflection of Heaven. The Temple had been established so that every sacrifice, every priestly ministry, every article of furniture, and every act of worship reflected God’s holiness and anticipated the coming Messiah. Instead, He found a system that reflected Babylon. It was a place where what was holy had become merchandise, where people were exploited rather than shepherded, and where the very One to whom everything pointed stood in their midst unrecognized.
When Jesus is once again recognized as the center of our worship, everything changes. The barriers fall away, and every song, every sacrifice, and every act of worship fulfills its purpose by revealing Him. No longer obscured, He is clearly seen; no longer unrecognized, He is adored; no longer unreceived, He is welcomed as the One for whom everything exists. Worship then becomes what it was always meant to be; a living revelation of Jesus Christ and a reflection of Heaven.Remember
The system that had been designed to 
lead men to Jesus had instead become 
a barrier that obscured Him.
◆
Babylon’s greatest threat is not persecution, 
but participation.
◆
When Babylon falls, its sound falls with it.
Reflect
Has anything intended to draw me closer to Jesus ever become more important to me than Jesus Himself? 
Are there any areas where Babylon's values have quietly influenced the way I think about success, influence, ministry, or worship?
Respond
Jesus, You alone are worthy of my worship. Forgive me for every way I have allowed ambition, recognition, influence, or personal gain to compete with wholehearted devotion to You. Purify my heart, renew my motives, and teach me to worship as an offering rather than a transaction. May my life, my gifts, and my songs always point people to You, never to myself. Remove from me anything that obscures Your beauty, and let my worship be a reflection of heaven. Amen.
Children Hold On
Businessmen in their golden castles
Driving chariots like the world has never seen
Scheming ways just to make more money
Not even caring about the world they’re creating
Little girls growing up so innocent
Little boys being baited by their desires
But you don’t care about the monsters you’re creating
When they look in the mirror they hate themselves
But you don’t care if it sells

Babies born in innocence
Like canvasses not painted on
Curiously drinking in the sights and the sounds
Wonder is their teacher
The world around is their preacher
I’m sorry for the world you’re learning from
Children Hold On

♫ Listen: AlabasterCommons.org/heavens-sound09a
Pour My Life
You say you want to pour your life
As a living sacrifice
You say you want to break the bottle
On the feet of Your Savior

Don’t sell your perfume anymore
Pour it out on His feet
Write your name in history
Don’t sell your perfume anymore
Give it all to Jesus
This is how to please the Lord

All the glory all the praise
All my worship God is Yours
All the music all the songs
For Your glory, Lord
Not just words, but all my life
My alabaster box
Walk by faith and not by sight
I pour my life out

♫ Listen: AlabasterCommons.org/heavens-sound09b
Chapter 10
Make His Name Great
Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. – Philippians 2:9-11
There is a remarkable reversal woven throughout Scripture: human beings desperately attempt to make their names great, while God remembers the names of seemingly insignificant people who fear Him.
We see this almost from the beginning. At Babel, humanity gathered around an extraordinary ambition: “Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower whose top is in the heavens; let us make a name for ourselves” (Genesis 11:4). They wanted to build something so impressive that generations would remember who built it: a city, a tower, a monument, a name.
At the time, all humanity shared one language. They spoke with one voice; they had one sound. But their unity became directed toward their own exaltation. They took what God had given them, their creativity, unity, ability, and voice, and attempted to use it for their own glory.
God intervened and confused their language, causing groups of people to speak in separate languages. What had been one voice became many voices. What had been a unified sound became confusion. They could no longer understand one another, their unity was broken, and they were scattered across the earth.
This is where Babel received its name. Genesis connects the name Babel directly to the Hebrew word meaning “to confuse.” Significantly, the Hebrew word translated Babel here is the same word translated Babylon throughout the rest of the Old Testament. What begins at Babel does not end at Babel. The city built to make man's name great becomes Babylon, a kingdom and ultimately a biblical picture of a system opposed to the worship of God.
Centuries later, Babylon would carry the people of God into captivity. A Babylonian king would erect an image of gold and command everyone to bow at the sound of music. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused. Babylon wanted their worship, but they had already determined that their worship belonged to God alone.
The gifts of the people at Babel were not the problem; the direction of their glory was. The sound of Babel says, “Make our name great.” The sound of heaven says, “Make His name great.”
Almost immediately after Babel, God introduces us to Abraham. What God says to him creates a striking contrast: “I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name great” (Genesis 12:2). At Babel, humanity said, “Let us make a name for ourselves.” To Abraham, God said, “I will make your name great.” There is nothing inherently wrong with having a name that is known. Abraham became known. Moses became known. David became known. Peter and Paul became known. The question is not whether your name becomes great. The question is who is making your name great and why?
This pattern appears again in the story of Moses. Pharaoh was one of the most powerful men on earth. Egyptian kings built extraordinary monuments. Their images were carved into stone, their accomplishments were recorded on temple walls, statues were erected in their honor, and enormous tombs were constructed to preserve their memory long after they died. Yet something remarkable happens when God tells the story of the Exodus: He doesn't tell us Pharaoh's name.
For centuries, scholars have debated his identity. Was he Amenhotep II? Ramesses II? Someone else? Scripture simply calls him Pharaoh. The most powerful man in Egypt becomes an unnamed character in God's story.
But earlier in Exodus, God introduces us to two women named Shiphrah and Puah. They were Hebrew midwives whom Pharaoh commanded to participate in the destruction of Hebrew children. Instead, Scripture tells us, “But the midwives feared God, and did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them” (Exodus 1:17).
Think about the contrast. Pharaoh possessed armies; Shiphrah and Puah delivered babies. Pharaoh sat on a throne; they served Hebrew mothers. Pharaoh possessed the wealth and power to build monuments intended to preserve his greatness. These women probably possessed nothing that would have caused the ancient world to remember them. Yet thousands of years later, we know their names, and we still debate his.
This becomes especially interesting in Acts 7. Stephen stands before the Sanhedrin and retells the history of Israel. He speaks about Abraham, Joseph, and Moses. He recounts Israel's suffering in Egypt and God's deliverance of His people. Yet Stephen doesn't use Pharaoh's name either, because Pharaoh isn't the central character. God is. Pharaoh is simply the ruler who stood in opposition to what God was doing. The important name in the Exodus isn't the name of the man sitting on Egypt's throne. It is the name of the God who said, “I AM WHO I AM” (Exodus 3:14).
Kings rise and kings fall. Kingdoms appear and kingdoms disappear. Monuments crumble. Empires become archaeological sites. Names once spoken with fear and reverence become questions debated by historians. But His name remains.
David understood this. He became one of the most famous people in Israel's history. David was a king, a warrior, a prophet, and a songwriter. Thousands of years later, we are still singing songs that were written by David. Yet David understood something about fame that every worshiper should understand. He continually redirected attention away from himself and toward God: “Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, but to Your name give glory” (Psalm 115:1). In addition, he wrote: “Oh, magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt His name together” (Psalm 34:3).
That may be one of the simplest definitions of worship in Scripture. We gather to make His name great. We don't gather to magnify the singer, the musician, the songwriter, the church, or the ministry. We gather to magnify Him.
Jesus takes this principle even further. He taught, “Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted” (Matthew 23:12). But Jesus didn't merely teach this principle. He lived it.
Paul describes this beautifully in Philippians 2. Jesus humbled Himself. He took the form of a servant. He became obedient. He went all the way to the cross. Then comes one of the great revelations of Scripture: “Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name” (Philippians 2:9).
Jesus did not spend His earthly ministry trying to make Himself famous. He repeatedly withdrew from crowds. At times He told people not to talk about His miracles. He washed feet. He touched lepers. He welcomed children. Ultimately, He surrendered His life. The Father exalted Him.
There is the pattern again. Babel says, I will exalt my name. Jesus says, I will humble Myself and obey My Father. And the Father says, I will exalt His name above every name.
This brings us uncomfortably close to the modern worship world. There is nothing wrong with a worship leader becoming known. David became known. Asaph became known. The sons of Korah became known. Their names are attached to songs in Scripture itself. There is nothing inherently wrong with influence, excellence, recording music, writing songs, building ministries, or reaching large audiences.
The danger begins when being known becomes the objective.
Platforms, followers, streams, recognition, brands, influence, and numbers are not inherently evil. They can all be useful tools in the hands of God. But every one of them can also become another brick in a tower built to make our name great.
We can sing His name while secretly building ours. We can talk about His glory while carefully cultivating our image. We can measure the success of worship by how many people follow us rather than by how faithfully we have followed Him. We can become so concerned with whether people remember the song, the sound, the church, or the worship leader that we forget the entire purpose was for them to encounter and remember Jesus.
That leads to a question every worshiper should ask themselves: Am I using His name to make my name great, or am I using whatever influence He has given me to make His name great? Only God can completely reveal the answer to that question in our hearts.
The sound of heaven has never been about making the worshiper famous. John gives us a picture of heaven's worship in Revelation, and again and again everything moves toward the throne: “You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power” (Revelation 4:11). Then the worship moves toward the Lamb: “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain” (Revelation 5:12).
Heaven isn't confused about who the audience is.
There is a throne. There is a Lamb. There is worship. And everything points toward Him.
Perhaps the purest worshipers are those who have stopped worrying about whether anyone remembers their names because they have become consumed with His.
Let our songs be excellent. Let our gifts grow. Let our influence increase if God desires to increase it. Let our music travel farther than we ever imagined. But may we never confuse God's amplification of our voice with God's invitation to glorify ourselves. If He gives us a platform, let it become an altar. If He gives us influence, let it become stewardship. If He allows our names to become known, let our names become signposts directing people toward His.
And when the lights have dimmed, the platform is empty, and people have heard the final note, let there be one name they remember:
Jesus.
Remember
Human beings desperately attempt to make their names great, while God remembers the names of seemingly insignificant people who fear Him.
◆
The purest worshipers have stopped worrying about whether anyone remembers their names because they have become consumed with His.
◆
Let there be one name they remember: Jesus.

Reflect
Am I using His name to make my name great, or am I using whatever influence He has given me to make His name great?
Respond
Jesus, purify my heart and remove every desire to use Your name for my glory. Whatever gifts, influence, opportunities, or platforms You give me, may they always point back to You. Let my life and my worship make Your name great. When my song is finished, let there be one name they remember: Jesus. Amen.
All the Glory
All the praise and all the glory
All the wisdom and the thanks
All the honor, All the power
All the might and all the strength

Be to our God
Be to our God
Forever and ever

King Jesus, You lead us
Into victory
By Your might, By Your power
For Your glory

Forever and ever receive
All adoration from me
Forever and ever receive
All the glory

♫ Listen: AlabasterCommons.org/heavens-sound10
Chapter 11
The War Over Worship
Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.’ ” – Matthew 4:10
Who Will You Worship?
The devil understands the power of worship and the power of music. Music shapes culture. Music helps shape the hearts and imaginations of generations. It can reinforce either sinful desires or a love for truth, righteousness, and sacrifice.
In the book of Revelation, worship stands at the center of the final conflict. The word worship is used repeatedly for the worship of the Lamb and for the worship of the dragon and the beast. The entire book presses a single question: Who will you serve? Who will you worship?
The Worship of Babylon
We see this war clearly in Daniel chapter 3, in the kingdom of Babylon.
King Nebuchadnezzar set up a golden image and commanded all people, nations, and languages to fall down and worship it when they heard the sound of music, threatening death in a fiery furnace for anyone who refused. The command was tied to a repeated musical signal:
“At the time you hear the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony with all kinds of music, you shall fall down and worship the gold image that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up” (Daniel 3:5).
The list of instruments is repeated four times, creating an unmistakable connection between the musical signal and the command to worship. The command was unmistakable. Hear the music, bow the knee, and surrender allegiance.
But three Hebrew men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, refused to serve the king’s gods or worship the golden image. Their resistance was not political. It was rooted in devotion to their God. They would not bow.
The Fourth Man
When they were brought before the king, they declared that their God was able to deliver them, and even if He did not, they would not worship the image. Enraged, Nebuchadnezzar ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter and had them thrown into the fire. The flames were so intense that they killed the soldiers who cast them in. Yet the king saw something unimaginable. Four men were walking in the fire, not three, and the fourth appeared like a son of the gods. They emerged untouched. The fire had no power over them.
The story concludes with Babylon’s king declaring:
“Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent His angel and delivered His servants who trusted in Him, and have yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any god except their own God” (Daniel 3:28).
The uncompromising worship and allegiance of God’s people exposed the emptiness of Babylon’s system. But more importantly, it brought revelation of Jesus. Many Christian interpreters understand the fourth figure as a preincarnate appearance of Christ.
When we refuse to join the worship of Babylon, we may be ridiculed and even persecuted, but in our holy stance we can reveal Jesus to the world.
The dragon’s Strategy
Revelation presents this same war on a global scale. Babylon takes gifts God created—music, beauty, pleasure, creativity, and influence—and corrupts them, using them to draw human affection and worship away from Him. Behind it all stands not merely a system, but the dragon.
The devil understands the power of worship. He understands how sound shapes imagination, desire, and identity. This is why Babylon’s kingdom is saturated with music, and why heaven ultimately silences it.
Babylon is not merely evil. It is beautifully false, and that is what makes it so dangerous.
This progression does not remain confined to heaven or Babylon. It appears wherever worship is distorted.
Jesus Cleanses the Temple
Let’s revisit Jesus cleansing the Temple, driving out those who bought and sold, overturning the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who sold doves (Matthew 21:12). 
Sacrifices that pointed to the Savior were being sold for profit. Even the doves, which can symbolize the Holy Spirit, were being sold within a system that no longer reflected the heart of God.
He declared, “My house shall be called a house of prayer, but you have made it a den of robbers!” (Matthew 21:13).
The Temple had become something it was never meant to be. Instead of a place of encounter, it had become a place of economic exchange. Instead of worship flowing freely from surrendered hearts, it had become burdened by exploitation, manipulation, and financial gain.
Yet what followed His cleansing reveals the intention of God. The blind and the lame came to Him in the temple, and He healed them (Matthew 21:14). When corruption was removed, the presence of God was revealed. When the system was judged, the purpose of the house returned. The blind could see, the lame could walk.
The issue now comes into focus. Has the pattern of Babylon influenced the worship, the praise, and the music of the Church?
When worship becomes a product, gifting becomes an idol, calling becomes a career, and the presence of God becomes secondary to profit or recognition, alignment has been lost. We begin to trade what is eternal for what is temporal.
Scripture affirms that those who minister may receive provision from what they sow (1 Corinthians 9:11; Galatians 6:6). The Levites were sustained through their service in the Temple (Numbers 18:21), and Paul taught that those who preach the gospel may live from the gospel (1 Corinthians 9:13–14). Provision is not the issue.
The issue is motive, source, and alignment. 
Are we drawing from heaven, or are we being shaped by Babylon?
Jesus was not angered by the presence of money. He was angered by the misuse of what was holy. The Temple was never meant to function as a marketplace. It was meant to be a house of prayer, a place of encounter without manipulation or transaction. When that purpose was violated, Jesus did not just rebuke the system, He cleansed it.
Jesus cleansed the Temple at the beginning of His ministry (John 2:13–17) and He again cleansed the Temple just before the cross (Matthew 21:12–13; Mark 11:15–17; Luke 19:45–46). This was not an isolated act, but a defining statement. God does not ignore the corruption of what is holy, and He will not share His glory.
The Invitation
This is not a threat, but a warning rooted in Scripture. At the same time, it is an invitation.
If there is a corrupted offering, then there must also be a true one. If there is a system God rejects, then there is a sacrifice He receives. If there is worship aligned with Babylon, then there is a worship aligned with heaven.
If corrupted worship must be cleansed, then true worship must be restored. If God rejects a polluted offering, then there must be pure sacrifices He receives.
Remember
The pure worship of God’s people exposed the emptiness of Babylon’s system.
◆
Babylon is not merely evil. It is beautifully false.
◆
If there is worship aligned with Babylon, then there is a worship aligned with heaven.

Reflect
Has anything intended to draw me closer to Jesus ever become more important than Jesus Himself?
Have I ever found myself measuring my gifts by what they could gain for me rather than by what they could offer to God?
Respond
Lord Jesus, give me the courage to worship You alone. Guard my heart from every counterfeit affection and every system that competes for my allegiance. Teach me to recognize the sound of Babylon and to remain faithful when the world calls me to bow. May my life, my worship, and my witness reveal Your presence, just as Your presence was revealed in the fire. Let my heart be wholly Yours. Amen.
Who Will I Send?
I hear the sound of angels’ wings
I hear the noise of hell’s screams
I feel the war all around me
I hear the church in celebration
I see the crumbling of our nation
I feel the war all around me

Who will I send?
On whom can I depend?
Who will respond to me?
Who is willing to go?
So the world will know?
That I died to set them free?

Will it be you?
Will it be me?
Will it be all of us together?
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Part Three
God’s Design for Worship
Chapter 12
The Sacrifices God Desires
 “You also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” – 1 Peter 2:5
David’s Revelation 
What Babylon corrupts, God restores.
In the previous chapters, we have seen how worship can be distorted into something transactional, shaped by systems that replace surrender with exchange and devotion with gain. But God has never left Himself without a witness. Even before the fullness of redemption was revealed through Christ, there were glimpses of a different reality, a form of worship that stood in contrast to corruption. One of the clearest of these glimpses is found in the life of David.
One of the greatest revelations about worship in all of Scripture came not after the cross, but nearly a thousand years before it. David, a man living under the Old Covenant, was given insight into a reality that would not be fully revealed until the establishment of the New Covenant. While others remained bound to a system of external sacrifice, David began to understand that what God ultimately desired was not primarily the blood of animals, but the surrender of the human heart. This revelation distinguished him from his generation, shaping not only how he lived, but how he approached God and understood worship itself.
Beyond Animal Sacrifice
Under the Old Covenant, sacrifice was structured, prescribed, and external. Animals were offered according to the requirements of the law, rituals were followed, and priests stood as mediators between God and man. Everything pointed forward, yet everything remained incomplete, serving only as a shadow of what was to come. Yet David saw beyond the system.
After his failure with Bathsheba, when confronted with his sin, he did not rely on ritual to restore his relationship with God, nor did he attempt to compensate for his failure through outward sacrifice. Instead, he responded from a place of deep brokenness, crying out, “Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall show forth Your praise. For You do not desire sacrifice, or else I would give it; You do not delight in burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and a contrite heart; these, O God, You will not despise” (Psalm 51:15–17).
In that moment, David revealed something his generation had largely missed. God was not looking for perfection. He was looking for humility. This was not a rejection of sacrifice, but a revelation of its true purpose. Sacrifice was never meant to replace the heart. It was meant to reveal it. When the heart was right, the sacrifice carried meaning. When the heart was wrong, the sacrifice became empty, reduced to form without substance.
In Babylon, what is sacred becomes something to be used, shaped, and leveraged. In the life of David, what is sacred becomes something to be surrendered. Babylon turns worship into a commodity, while David reveals worship as an offering.
The Tabernacle of David
David also perceived that worship extended beyond isolated acts into the entirety of life. He declared, “Let my prayer be set before You as incense, the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice” (Psalm 141:2). In this, prayer itself became an offering. Praise, thanksgiving, and even joy were no longer confined to ritual moments, but became sacrifices flowing from a life aligned with God. “Let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving and declare His works with rejoicing” (Psalm 107:22). This was not merely poetic language. It was prophetic insight.
David was describing a form of worship that was no longer bound to an altar of stone but flowed from a life lived in relationship with God. Worship was not confined to a system. It became the expression of alignment. 
David’s tabernacle was very different from everything that had come before it. He established continual worship before the Lord, not centered on the sacrifice of animals, but on the presence of God. Musicians and singers ministered 
 day and night. The focus shifted from maintaining a system to hosting His presence. David had seen something, and having encountered it, he refused to return to what he had known before.
A Living Sacrifice
What he experienced prophetically, the New Testament reveals in fullness. Through Jesus Christ, sacrifice was not eliminated. It was fulfilled and transformed. The writer of Hebrews declares, “Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name” (Hebrews 13:15). In this transition, sacrifice moved from something external to something deeply personal. It was no longer expressed through the death of animals, but through the lives of believers. It was no longer occasional, but continual.
The New Testament introduces the reality of spiritual sacrifices. Peter writes, “You also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 2:5). Believers are not merely participants in worship; they are priests who continually offer spiritual sacrifices to God. These sacrifices are no longer external acts, but internal realities expressed outwardly: a surrendered will, obedience when it costs, faith when it is difficult, and love when it is undeserved. These are the offerings God receives.
Paul brings this into sharp focus when he writes, “Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service” (Romans 12:1). This is the culmination of what David began to see, not a dead sacrifice placed on an altar, but a living sacrifice walking in obedience.
There is a form of worship that can be expressed without sacrifice, shaped by convenience, sustained by system, and influenced by the patterns of Babylon. And there is a form of worship that can only exist through surrender, born out of relationship, and aligned with the heart of God. Without sacrifice, there is no true worship.
David understood this, which is why he declared, “I will not present burnt offerings to the Lord my God that have cost me nothing” (2 Samuel 24:24). Worship always carries a cost, and the greater the revelation of God, the greater the willingness to yield.
The call is not to return to ritual, but to step into reality, and not to refine a system, but to become an offering. In the end, the worship God desires is not measured by volume, emotion, or participation, but by surrender. Where worship has been traded, it must be restored. Where it has been shaped by gain, it must return to surrender. Where it has become transactional, it must become sacrificial again.
This is the offering God receives. This is what He is seeking.
Remember
Sacrifice was never meant to replace the heart. It was meant to reveal it.
◆
Babylon turns worship into a commodity; David reveals worship as an offering.
◆
Worship always carries a cost, 
and the greater the revelation of God, 
the greater the willingness to yield.

Reflect
What areas of my life is God inviting me to place on the altar as a living sacrifice?
Respond
 Jesus, thank You for offering Yourself completely for me. Teach me to respond by offering my whole life to You. Let my worship be more than words or songs. Form in me a heart that delights to obey, surrender, and trust You in every season. May my prayers, my praise, my work, my relationships, and my gifts become spiritual sacrifices that are pleasing in Your sight. Make my life an offering that reflects Your glory. Amen.
I Anoint You
Jesus, I anoint You
Pour out what is costly
Jesus, I anoint You
On Your head and Your feet

I press through the crowd
To get to You
I push past the noise
Holding my perfume
I kneel at Your feet
Do what I must do
I pour my oil on You

Weeping at Your feet
Unthinkable how You forgave me
Wipe them with my hair
Anoint You with oil I have prepared
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Chapter 13
The Heart of Worship
“ ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind,’ and ‘your neighbor as yourself.’ ” – Luke 10:27
Created for Relationship
Worship has always flowed from the heart. From the very beginning, God’s desire was not simply for obedience, but for relationship. Before sin entered the world, before systems and sacrifices were established, man walked with God in a place of unhindered intimacy. Worship was not expressed through ritual, but through fellowship. It was not something man did at appointed times. It was the natural outflow of a heart fully aligned with God.
This reality is first revealed in the Garden of Eden, where humanity was created to live in perfect intimacy with God. Adam and Eve did not simply believe in God. They walked with Him. Scripture tells us they “heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day” (Genesis 3:8). Their relationship with God was not based on ritual, but on fellowship. In a sense, the garden was the first sanctuary.
God created man with the capacity to choose. Love was not forced. It was intended to be freely given. “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat” (Genesis 2:16–17). Worship, therefore, was always meant to be voluntary, not obligation.
Into that environment came deception. The focus of man shifted away from God and toward self. In that moment, everything changed.
Intimacy gave way to fear. When confronted by God, Adam said, “I heard Your voice… and I was afraid… and I hid myself” (Genesis 3:10). The relationship was fractured, the heart became divided, and worship was no longer pure. What had once been natural became distorted.
From that point forward, every person has lived within the reality of that same condition. Scripture makes it clear that everyone worships something, declaring that man “exchanged the truth of God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator” (Romans 1:25). The question is not whether we worship, but who or what we worship.
Worship is not merely expressed through music or words. It is the outflow of what we value most. It reflects what captures our affection, our attention, and our devotion. Because worship is tied to the heart, it shapes who we become. Scripture tells us, “For as he thinks in his heart, so is he” (Proverbs 23:7).
The Greatest Commandment
Jesus brought this truth into clear focus when He quoted words that had been spoken for generations. He said, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself” (Luke 10:27, Deuteronomy 6:5). In doing so, He identified what He called the greatest commandment.
This was not simply a statement about obedience, but a revelation of what true worship looks like. To love God with all our heart is to align the things we love and pursue with Him. To love Him with all our soul is to bring our desires, cravings, and emotional attachments under His influence. To love Him with all our mind is to surrender the place of imagination, thought, and creation so that even what we ponder reflects Him. And to love Him with all our strength is to direct our actions, our energy, and our efforts toward His purposes.
In this, worship is no longer confined to moments or expressions. It becomes the total devotion of a life. Even the command to love our neighbor flows from this reality, because love for others is not separate from worship. It is the natural outflow of a heart that is fully turned toward God.
God’s redemptive plan has always been aimed at restoring what was lost in the garden. After sin entered, God initiated the first act of covering through sacrifice, clothing Adam and Eve with garments of skin (Genesis 3:21). God wanted to not only cover their sin but also restore relationship.
The Pursuit of His Presence
True worship begins when the heart returns to God. It begins when the focus shifts away from self and back to Him, and when the desire for His presence becomes greater than every competing desire. David expressed this pursuit when he declared, “So I have looked for You in the sanctuary, to see Your power and Your glory” (Psalm 63:2). Worship is not just expression. It is pursuit.
To live as a worshiper is to live a lifestyle rooted in relationship. It involves becoming familiar with His ways, discerning His voice, and walking with Him as one would walk with a friend. 
No longer do I call you servants, for the servant doesn’t know what his lord does. But I have called you friends, for everything that I heard from my Father, I have made known to you. (John 15:15)
It involves waiting on Him, remaining in His presence with patience and expectation until He speaks and moves. “Wait on the Lord; Be of good courage, And He shall strengthen your heart; Wait, I say, on the Lord” (Psalm 27:14)!
It includes being continually filled with His Spirit, as Paul instructs: “Be filled with the Spirit… speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs…” (Ephesians 5:18–20). This filling is not a one-time event. It is an ongoing condition that shapes the believer’s life.
In this context, worship is no longer limited to singing. It becomes communion with God that leads into the supernatural. Worship is not simply expression. It is alignment.
This is the heart of worship. It is not performance, not routine, and not obligation, but a life fully surrendered to God. Because in the end, whatever has your heart ultimately has your worship.
Remember
The question is not whether we worship, 
but who or what we worship.
◆
Whatever has your heart ultimately 
has your worship.
◆
Worship is not merely expressed through music or words. It is the outflow of what we value most.

Reflect
What practical step can I take this week to pursue God's presence more intentionally and cultivate a deeper relationship with Him?
Respond
Lord Jesus, You alone are worthy of my heart. Thank You for creating me to know You, walk with You, and worship You. Forgive me for every place where my affections have drifted or my attention has been divided. Draw me back into deeper fellowship with You. Teach me to love You with all my heart, soul, mind, and strength. Let my worship flow from a life rooted in Your presence, shaped by Your Word, and continually filled with Your Spirit. May every thought, every desire, every action, and every song become an expression of my love for You. You are my delight, my greatest treasure, and my highest reward. Amen.
You Are My Delight
You are my delight
You are my great reward
You own my heart
More than anyone in this world

You are my delight
I sing and I dance in Your presence
You are my delight
My worship is rising like incense

I will dance, I will sing
To the most glorious King
I will dance, I will sing
Like incense rising
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Chapter 14
The Musicians God Chose
“Moreover, David and the captains of the army set apart for the service certain of the sons of Asaph, of Heman, and of Jeduthun, who were to prophesy with harps, with stringed instruments, and with cymbals.” – 1 Chronicles 25:1
Created to Be Worshipers
Jesus made a statement that established His thoughts regarding worship and worshipers. He said, “The hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him” (John 4:23–24). What is striking about this statement is not only what it includes, but what it excludes. God is not primarily seeking musicians, singers, or worship leaders. He is seeking worshipers. Worship is not first defined by function, but by identity.
Throughout Scripture, musicians appear in many forms and settings, yet a consistent pattern begins to emerge. Some musicians function within social and cultural settings. Others are set apart to minister to God in worship. Still others become vessels through which God communicates prophetic revelation. Understanding these distinctions helps reveal the deeper purpose of music and worship throughout the Bible.
One Scripture that first drew my attention to the connection between worship and prophecy is 1 Chronicles 25:1: “Moreover, David and the captains of the army set apart for the service certain of the sons of Asaph, of Heman, and of Jeduthun, who were to prophesy with harps, with stringed instruments, and with cymbals.” 
The language is striking. These musicians were not simply described as singers or instrumentalists. Scripture repeatedly describes them as prophesying. This becomes even more significant when we understand the Hebrew word often translated as prophecy: Naba. The word carries the idea of speaking or singing forth under inspiration. It is not merely prediction. It describes someone responding to the influence and inspiration of a spiritual source.
These men were not functioning merely as musicians. Scripture also identifies them as seers, individuals spiritually sensitive to see in the spirit realm by the influence of the Spirit. In this commissioning, Scripture uses both the terms prophet and seer. The prophet primarily emphasizes hearing and declaring the word of the Lord, while the seer emphasizes visionary revelation through dreams and visions. Joel later prophesied of a coming generation upon whom God would pour out both dimensions of revelation through His Spirit: ““And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions” (Joel 2:28–29).
Interestingly, Naba is not used exclusively for prophecy inspired by the Spirit of God. In 1 Kings 18:29, the prophets of Baal are also described as prophesying (Naba) as they cried out before their false god. There is a sound shaped by the Spirit of God, and there are counterfeit sounds shaped by darkness and false worship. Throughout Scripture, two distinct sounds emerge: the sound of heaven and the sound of hell.
Three Kinds of Musicians
Throughout the Bible three types of musicians are described. One category receives very little commentary by the 40 different authors of the books of the Bible. The other two categories receive most of the stories and descriptions. 
Social Musicians
Primary Direction: Toward people
Primary Purpose: Culture, celebration, mourning, community
Occasionally in Scripture musicians are described within ordinary social and cultural settings such as celebrations, feasts, mourning, and weddings. Their music primarily served social and human purposes rather than priestly worship or prophetic ministry.
 A few examples appear in both the Old and New Testaments. Jesus referenced musicians present at weddings and funerals (Matthew 11:16–17). In the parable of the prodigal son, music and dancing accompanied celebration within the household (Luke 15:25). Ecclesiastes speaks of male and female singers among the pleasures and activities of earthly life (Ecclesiastes 2:8). These musicians are generally presented separately from those specifically consecrated to worship in the house of God or those carrying prophetic revelation.
Under the New Covenant, every believer belongs to God’s royal priesthood. A musician who is a follower of Christ may carry worship, truth, wisdom, conviction, beauty, and prophetic substance into social or cultural spaces. 
Interestingly, however, Scripture never clearly presents social musicians as a distinct priestly or prophetic order in the same way it presents Levites, temple worshipers, prophets, seers, or those specifically commissioned for ministry before the Lord. Social music is acknowledged throughout the Bible, but the central emphasis of Scripture consistently rests upon musicians whose lives and sound were consecrated unto God.
Worship Musicians
Primary Direction: Toward God
Primary Purpose: Praise, thanksgiving, priestly ministry
These musicians function vertically, offering worship, praise, thanksgiving, and continual ministry before the Lord. The clearest example is found in the Levites from the tribe of Levi, who were set apart to minister in the tabernacle and later in the temple. Their calling was priestly. They maintained worship before God continually, giving glory, honor, and thanksgiving to Him. Their calling was unique within Israel, as they were specifically consecrated for ministry before the Lord.
Under the New Covenant, this priestly calling expands beyond one tribe alone. Peter writes that believers are now “a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people” (1 Peter 2:9). Worship is no longer confined to a priestly class but becomes the calling of everyone who belongs to Christ.
Among these Levitical worshipers, the sons of Korah stand out. Their story begins with tragedy. Their father, Korah, rebelled against Moses, and judgment came upon him as the earth swallowed him alive because of his rebellion. Yet Scripture makes an important statement: “Nevertheless the children of Korah did not die” (Numbers 26:11). The sons did not continue in the rebellion of their father. Instead, generations later, they became worshipers in the house of God and writers of eleven Psalms.
Their lives reveal a profound truth. A person’s inheritance does not have to be determined by the failures of previous generations. The sons of Korah became known not for rebellion, but for worship. Psalms such as “As the deer pants for the water brooks, So pants my soul for You, O God” (Psalms 42:1) flowed from this lineage of redeemed worshipers. God transformed a legacy of judgment into a testimony of intimacy.
Prophetic Musicians
Primary Direction: From God toward people
Primary Purpose: Revelation, exhortation, warning, encouragement
Throughout Scripture, certain prophets carried God’s message through poetic, musical, and lyrical expression. Their songs often emerged during moments of divine intervention, national crisis, repentance, lament, or prophetic revelation.
Throughout the prophetic books, this connection between prophecy and poetic expression continues to appear. Isaiah writes, “Now let me sing to my Well-beloved” (Isaiah 5:1), introducing prophetic revelation through song-like language. Jeremiah lamented over Israel, and his lamentations became preserved among the singers of Israel (2 Chronicles 35:25). Entire portions of prophetic revelation were expressed through poetic structure, lyrical language, and musical form.
The book of Lamentations itself reveals that worship is not limited to celebration and triumph. Through Jeremiah, prophetic lament became a holy expression of grief, repentance, and longing for restoration. Worship throughout Scripture includes joy, awe, mourning, repentance, victory, longing, and surrender. God receives not only songs of celebration but also broken cries and honest prayers offered before Him.
Habakkuk provides another remarkable example. After recording prophetic revelation concerning judgment, faith, and the sovereignty of God, the book concludes with these words: “To the Chief Musician. With my stringed instruments” (Habakkuk 3:19). This prophetic book was meant to be sung by the Levitical priests in the Temple.
Even Ezekiel was told that the people treated him “as a very lovely song of one who has a pleasant voice and can play well on an instrument” (Ezekiel 33:32). They admired the beauty of the sound while resisting the call to obedience. This remains a sobering warning today. It is possible to appreciate spiritual artistry while ignoring the voice of God being carried through it.
When Worship and Prophecy Meet
Throughout Scripture, worship and prophetic expression repeatedly converge through music. In the Psalms, this union becomes unmistakable. Some Psalms are pure adoration directed toward God, while others carry prophetic revelation concerning nations, kings, judgment, repentance, the coming Messiah, and the kingdom of God.
David becomes one of the clearest examples of this convergence. Though he was a king, warrior, psalmist, and prophet, David understood something deeper than musical expression alone. Worship was not merely an event to him; it was a life centered around the presence of God. His longing for God’s presence shaped the worship culture of Israel and established patterns that would influence generations.
A prime example appears in Psalms 22, containing some of the clearest and most detailed prophecies regarding the death of Jesus Christ. It begins with the words later spoken by Jesus on the cross: “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” It contains details such as, “They pierced My hands and My feet” and “for My clothing they cast lots.” Yet within the same Psalm appear these words of worship: “But You are holy,
Enthroned in the praises of Israel.”
One of the earliest examples of prophetic praise appears immediately after Israel crossed the Red Sea. Moses sang a song unto the Lord celebrating God’s deliverance over Pharaoh and Egypt. Miriam then took a tambourine in her hand, and the women followed her with instruments and dancing as they prophetically celebrated the victory of God (Exodus 15:20–21). Prophetic praise became the response to redemption.
Deborah also stands prominently within this convergence of worship and prophecy. After God delivered Israel from Sisera and the Canaanite oppression, Deborah and Barak sang a prophetic song declaring the victory and faithfulness of God. Deborah was not merely a judge or leader; she was a prophetess whose worship carried prophetic testimony concerning the acts of God within Israel.
Again and again throughout Scripture, worship, prophecy, music, and spiritual sensitivity appear deeply connected. From Miriam and Deborah to the temple worshipers, from prophetic lament to songs of deliverance, worship becomes more than artistic expression. It becomes a response to God’s presence and a vessel through which His heart is revealed.
This thread appears throughout both the Old and New Testaments and ultimately culminates around the throne of God in Revelation, where worship becomes continual and unceasing. Heaven itself resounds with worship centered entirely upon the worthiness of God and the glory of the Lamb.
Remember
God is not primarily seeking musicians, singers, or worship leaders. He is seeking worshipers.
◆
Prophecy, in its simplest form, is the outflow of relationship.
◆
Throughout Scripture, worship, prophecy, music, and spiritual sensitivity appear deeply connected.

Reflect
Is my desire to be recognized as a gifted musician, or to become a worshiper through whom God's presence and voice are revealed?
Respond
Father, thank You for creating me with gifts that can bring You glory. More than becoming a skilled musician, leader, or creative, I desire to become a true worshiper after Your own heart. Shape my character before my calling, and my devotion before my gifting. Teach me to minister first to You before I ever minister to others. Let every song I sing, every word I speak, every gift I steward, and every opportunity I receive become an offering that points people to Jesus. Fill me with Your Holy Spirit, make me sensitive to Your voice, and let my life reflect both the heart of a worshiper and the courage of a worshiping warrior. Amen.
Worshiping Warrior
Worshiping Warrior, David of Old
A man after God’s own heart
A harp and a sword
Worshiping Warrior, David of Old
A man after God’s own heart
Completely Yours

Let me be like that man
And capture Your heart
Let me rise at Your command
A man after Your own heart
A harp and a sword
Like David of Old
A Worshiping Warrior

A battle is raging all around us
A generation fighting to be free
The warriors are rising, the tide is turning
It is the year of Jubilee
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Chapter 15
The Messiah Revealed
My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?...
They pierced My hands and My feet.
I can count all My bones...
They divide My garments among them,
And for My clothing they cast lots.
Psalm 22:1, 16–18
Singing Before Seeing
Long before Jesus walked the roads of Galilee, Israel had already been singing about Him. Before the shepherds heard the angels announce His birth, before John the Baptist pointed to Him as the Lamb of God, before the disciples recognized Him as the Christ, the songs of Israel had been proclaiming His coming for generations. The Holy Spirit had inspired David and other prophetic worshipers to write worship that reached far beyond their own lives and circumstances. 
These songs became the hymnbook of a nation, carrying truths that would not be fully understood until the Messiah appeared.
For nearly one thousand years, Israel sang the Psalms. Children learned them. Families repeated them. Priests ministered with them. Worshipers gathered around the Temple and lifted their voices with them. Pilgrims sang them as they traveled toward Jerusalem. Their melodies passed from one generation to the next, and their words became embedded within the spiritual memory of God's people.
They sang of:
The Son of God (Psalm 2:7–12; 89:26–29; 110:1)
The Suffering King (Psalm 22; 69:7–21; 41:9)
The Rejected Stone (Psalm 118:22–23; 69:8–9; 89:38–45)
The Holy One Who Would Not Remain in the Grave 
(Psalm 16:8–11; 49:15; 68:18)
The King-Priest Who Would Be Seated at God's Right Hand 
(Psalm 110:1–4; 45:6–7; 132:11–18)
The Nations Raging Against the Lord and His Anointed 
(Psalm 2:1–12; 83:1–8; 118:10–12)
The Messiah Who Comes in the Name of the Lord 
(Psalm 118:26; 24:7–10; 72:17–19)
Yet many did not understand the full meaning of what they were singing.
Generation after generation, Israel sang these words without seeing their complete fulfillment. The people were learning the Messiah through worship before they recognized Him in history. Their worship shaped their understanding of God's coming Redeemer while quietly preserving His promises from one generation to the next.
Then Jesus came. He was born in Bethlehem, ministered throughout Israel, was rejected by many of His own people, crucified outside Jerusalem, raised from the dead, and exalted to the right hand of God. After His resurrection, He opened the understanding of His disciples so they could see that the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms had all spoken about Him.
Then came Pentecost. When the Holy Spirit was poured out, the apostles began to recognize Jesus throughout the songs they had known since childhood. The Psalms were no longer merely the worship of their ancestors. They had become a prophetic testimony to the death, resurrection, ascension, kingship, and eternal reign of Christ.
Peter stood before Jerusalem and preached from the Psalms. The believers prayed from the Psalms when persecution arose. The apostles used the Psalms to explain why Jesus had been rejected, why He had risen, why He had ascended, and why He now reigned as Lord and Messiah.
The worship that had shaped Israel for centuries became one of the greatest foundations of the Church's testimony concerning Jesus. The Psalms were not merely beautiful expressions of devotion. They were prophetic revelation set to music. Through worship, God was preparing His people to recognize His Son long before they would ever see Him.
Israel sang before it saw.
And when the Holy Spirit opened the eyes of the apostles, they discovered that the songs had always been revealing the Messiah.
David: Worshiper, King, and Prophet
The first sermon ever preached in the early Church was by Peter on the day of Pentecost. As he stood before the crowds in Jerusalem explaining the resurrection of Jesus, Peter quoted Psalm 16. Peter then made a statement about King David that amplifies how we read the Psalms.
“Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption” (Acts 2:30–31).
Peter does not merely identify David as Israel's greatest king. He does not simply describe him as a gifted musician or songwriter. He calls him a prophet. This statement provides a lens through which many of David's Psalms should be understood.
Certainly, David wrote from the realities of his own life. His songs overflow with joy, sorrow, repentance, thanksgiving, fear, confidence, and worship. Yet as he ministered before the Lord, the Holy Spirit often carried his words beyond his own experiences into prophetic revelation concerning the coming Messiah. David sometimes understood what he was writing. At other times, like many of the Old Testament prophets, he faithfully recorded truths whose full meaning would only become clear centuries later.
Peter recognized that Psalm 16 was not merely David's testimony. David died and was buried, and his tomb remained among them. The psalm ultimately pointed beyond David to Christ, whose body would not see decay because God would raise Him from the dead.
This understanding transforms the way we approach the Psalms. They are not merely songs about God. Many are songs from God, given through a prophetic worshiper whose heart was surrendered to His presence. They are worship filled with revelation.
This beautifully illustrates one of the central themes of this book. Worship is far more than music, emotion, or artistic expression. Throughout Scripture, men and women who ministered before the Lord often became recipients of divine revelation. The music itself did not produce revelation, nor did David's musical ability grant prophetic insight. Rather, as David poured out his love to God through musical worship, the Holy Spirit revealed truths that reached far beyond David's own life and into God's unfolding plan of redemption.
Yet those revelations did not remain private. They became the worship of a nation.
For centuries, God's people would sing the prophetic songs of the psalmists without fully realizing that they were carrying the promise of the coming Messiah from one generation to the next. What began as revelation in the presence of God became worship on the lips of God's people, preparing their hearts for a Savior they had not yet seen.
David worshiped as a king, but he also worshiped as a prophet. His harp was more than an instrument of praise. Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, it became a prophetic voice announcing the coming Messiah nearly a thousand years before His birth, and a voice that would continue speaking every time Israel gathered to worship.
Why the Early Church Turned to the Psalms
After the resurrection and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, when the apostles proclaimed Jesus as the promised Messiah, they repeatedly turned to the Psalms.
After Peter and John were released from imprisonment, the believers gathered to pray and quoted Psalm 2, recognizing that the nations' opposition to Jesus had been foretold centuries earlier. Throughout the New Testament, the apostles continually returned to the Psalms to proclaim Christ's kingship, priesthood, suffering, resurrection, ascension, and eternal reign. The Holy Spirit did not give them a new Bible. He illuminated the one they already knew.
The songs they had sung for years suddenly came alive with breathtaking clarity. What once seemed to speak primarily of David now revealed the greater Son of David. What once appeared to describe Israel's worship now pointed to Israel's Messiah. The worship they had faithfully offered throughout their lives became one of the strongest witnesses to the identity of Jesus Christ.
God did not preserve the revelation of the Messiah only in prophetic scrolls read by priests and scholars. He placed that revelation into the worship of His people.
Far more than Israel's hymnbook, the Psalms became the nation's theological memory.
Through worship, God carried the revelation of His Son across nearly a thousand years until the day Christ appeared. Then, through the illuminating work of the Holy Spirit, those same songs became the foundation of apostolic preaching.
The apostles were not creating a new message. They were proclaiming the One they had been singing about all along.
The Psalms Were Ahead of Their Time
One of the remarkable features of the Psalms is how often its lyrics sound more like the New Testament than the Old Testament. While much of the Old Testament centers on the Law, sacrifices, priesthood, and the covenant nation of Israel, the Psalms continually draw our attention to the heart of God. David writes of God's steadfast love, mercy, forgiveness, grace, and unfailing faithfulness. He declares that God desires truth in the inward being, that a broken and contrite heart is more pleasing than ritual sacrifice, and that praise and thanksgiving are offerings that delight Him. 
When Jesus arrived proclaiming the kingdom of God, calling sinners to repentance, extending mercy, and inviting people into a life of worship from the heart, His message was not foreign to those who knew the Psalms. They had been singing these truths for centuries. The songs of Israel had quietly prepared the hearts of God's people to recognize the Messiah, and to understand the nature of the kingdom He came to establish. 
Worship That Still Reveals Christ
Although the Psalms uniquely occupy their place within inspired Scripture, the principle they reveal has not changed. The revelation of God's written Word is complete, yet the same Holy Spirit who inspired David's songs and opened the understanding of the apostles continues to illuminate God's Word, revealing Christ ever more clearly to His people. Jesus promised that the Spirit would glorify Him by taking what belongs to Christ and making it known to His followers (John 16:13–15), and that ministry continues today.
Perhaps this is why the Psalms was one of the most frequently quoted books in the preaching of the early Church. They were God's inspired songs, preserving the revelation of His Son across the generations until the Messiah appeared. Long before Bethlehem, Calvary, the empty tomb, or Pentecost, the people of God were singing of the One who was to come.
Worship not only expresses revelation; it also preserves it. Through inspired songs, God carried the hope of His Son from one generation to the next until, in the fullness of time, the Word became flesh. The songs that once anticipated the Messiah now proclaim Him, inviting every generation to behold Jesus Christ, the One to whom they have always pointed.
Remember
Israel learned the Messiah through worship before they recognized Him in history.
◆
What began as revelation in the presence of God became worship on the lips of God's people.
◆
Far more than Israel's hymnbook, the Psalms became the nation's theological memory.
◆
Worship not only expresses revelation; 
it also preserves it.

Reflect
How has God’s Word helped deepen my worship and my relationship with Jesus?
Respond
Jesus, thank You for revealing Yourself throughout all of Scripture. Thank You for inspiring the songs of David and the Psalmists and for opening the eyes of the early believers to see You more clearly. Open my eyes as well. As I read Your Word and worship You, let Your Holy Spirit continually reveal Christ to me. Deepen my love for Your presence, shape my heart through Your truth, and let my worship point others to You. In Your name I pray. Amen.
Savior of the World
Psalm 22

Why have You forsaken Me?
Why is Your help so far away?
Why don’t You hear My groaning?
In the night or in the day?
Herds of bulls and roaring lions
Packs of dogs surround Me
My enemies are closing in
They pierce My hands and feet

You are Holy
Enthroned on our praise
You are Holy
Your name we proclaim
You are Holy
In reverence we honor You
Savior of the world
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Chapter 16
The Sons of the Prophets
You will meet a group of prophets coming down from the high place with a stringed instrument, a tambourine, a flute, and a harp before them; and they will be prophesying. 6 Then the Spirit of the Lord will come upon you, and you will prophesy with them and be turned into another man. – 1 Samuel 10:5–6
A Community of Prophetic Worshipers
Throughout the Old Testament, God repeatedly raised up prophetic worshipers whose ministry united worship, the presence of God, and prophecy. In this chapter we will explore one remarkable community of these prophetic worshipers known as the sons of the prophets.
Most believers are familiar with the great individual prophets of Scripture such as Samuel, Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and others. Yet alongside these well-known figures, the Bible repeatedly describes prophetic communities. These prophetic groups first appear under Samuel's leadership and continue through the ministries of Elijah and Elisha. They lived together, learned together, and grew together. They were being trained to hear God's voice, discern His heart, and respond to His leading.
The first clear glimpse of this community appears in 1 Samuel 10, when Samuel tells Saul:
“You will meet a group of prophets coming down from the high place with a stringed instrument, a tambourine, a flute, and a harp before them; and they will be prophesying. Then the Spirit of the Lord will come upon you, and you will prophesy with them and be turned into another man” (1 Samuel 10:5–6).”
Scripture could simply have said Saul would meet a group of prophets. Instead, it intentionally describes the sound surrounding them. Harps. Tambourines. Flutes. Lyres. Music is woven into the very fabric of their ministry.
The same pattern appears again in 1 Samuel 19, when David fled from King Saul and sought refuge with Samuel at Naioth in Ramah. Scripture describes the prophet Samuel standing as leader over a company of prophets. Here we see an organized prophetic community gathered under Samuel’s spiritual leadership, ministering before the Lord and pursuing His presence together.
Years later, these same communities are described during the ministries of Elijah and Elisha. In fact, the phrase "sons of the prophets" occurs eleven times in 1 and 2 Kings. We find them at Bethel, Jericho, Gilgal, and other locations throughout Israel. They were not isolated prophets, but a continuing movement devoted to worship, spiritual formation, and prophetic ministry.
One event reveals the remarkable spiritual perception operating within these communities. As Elijah prepared to be taken into heaven, the sons of the prophets already knew what God was about to do.
The sons of the prophets at Bethel asked Elisha,
"Do you know that today the Lord will take your master from over you today" (2 Kings 2:3)?
Later, the sons of the prophets at Jericho asked him the very same question.
Then fifty of them stood at a distance and watched as Elijah struck the Jordan with his mantle, crossed the river with Elisha, and was carried into heaven in a whirlwind. When Elisha returned alone carrying Elijah's mantle, they immediately recognized what had happened and declared,
"The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha" (2 Kings 2:15).
These men were living with remarkable spiritual awareness. They recognized the movement of God's Spirit, discerned prophetic transitions, and understood that heaven was accomplishing something extraordinary before most of Israel even realized it.
The Sons of the Prophets and David
What Samuel cultivated among prophetic worshipers, David would establish as a pattern for the worship of an entire nation.
As we saw in the previous chapters, the defining work of David's life was not simply to reign as Israel's king, but to prepare for the Temple, the house of God. Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, God revealed to David the divine pattern for the Temple and every aspect of its ministry. Scripture says David was given "the plans for all that he had by the Spirit" for the house of the Lord (1 Chronicles 28:12). He later testified,
" “All this,” said David, “the Lord made me understand in writing, by His hand upon me, all the works of these plans” (1 Chronicles 28:19).
The organization of worship surrounding the Temple was not born merely from David's creativity or administrative skill. It was God's design. The musicians, the Levites, the singers, the priests, and the entire ministry of worship were established according to a heavenly pattern revealed by the Spirit of God.
This is where the ministry of Samuel and the sons of the prophets finds its natural continuation. The prophetic culture Samuel cultivated was now being established within the ongoing worship of Israel according to the pattern God Himself had revealed.
The connection becomes even more compelling when we recognize who these leaders were. Heman, one of the three principal worship leaders, was Samuel's grandson (1 Chronicles 6:33). 
Asaph, Heman, and Jeduthun were not simply accomplished musicians; they were prophetic worshipers and seers, entrusted with leading the worship of Israel in the Temple.
Worship Leads to Revelation
These three musical worship leaders carried forward the same union of worship and prophetic ministry seen in Samuel and the sons of the prophets. As they ministered before the Lord, songs of adoration, thanksgiving, repentance, awe, and surrender ascended continually to God. These were not simply rehearsed compositions, but the overflow of hearts captivated by His presence. Fresh songs and inspired expressions flowed naturally from lives devoted to communion with their Maker.
Having ministered before the Lord, these worshipers heard His voice, discerned His heart, and released His revelation through song. Many of the Psalms illustrate this beautiful progression. Some are pure worship ascending to God. Others speak prophetically to kings, nations, future generations, and ultimately to the coming Messiah. Worship became revelation, and revelation became proclamation.
The ministry of the sons of the prophets continued long after Samuel, David and the building of the Temple. Throughout the ministries of Elijah and Elisha, these prophetic communities remained devoted to worship, spiritual formation, and listening for the voice of God. Their authority did not rest in their musical ability but in their continual pursuit of God's presence.
The sons of the prophets understood that their greatest calling was not to become exceptional musicians but faithful worshipers. Their instruments simply gave voice to hearts that had learned to delight in God. As they ministered before Him, worship prepared the heart for revelation, and revelation became the natural fruit of communion with God.
Prophetic worship can never be produced through talent alone. Musical excellence may inspire admiration and even stir emotion, but only intimacy with God produces revelation. The sons of the prophets remind us that the power of worship has never rested in technical ability. It has always rested in the presence of God. Their music carried spiritual authority because it was born from lives surrendered to the Lord, continually listening for His voice and responding to His Spirit.
Transformation in God’s Presence
The worship they offered, the revelation they received, and the atmosphere they cultivated all pointed toward one greater objective: lives transformed by the presence of God. This truth is beautifully illustrated in the first encounter between Saul and the sons of the prophets.
“Then the Spirit of the Lord will come upon you, and you will prophesy with them and be turned into another man” (1 Samuel 10:6).
Saul was not searching for a spiritual encounter. He was looking for his father's lost donkeys. Yet God's providence led him into the presence of a company of prophetic worshipers. As he entered that atmosphere, the Spirit of God came upon him, and the man who arrived searching for donkeys departed as a different man. This was not just emotional excitement or religious enthusiasm. It was the transforming work of the Holy Spirit.
Years later, the same truth was revealed again. David fled from King Saul, who was again trying to kill him, and found refuge with Samuel at Naioth, where the prophet was once again leading this company of prophets. Determined to capture David, Saul sent a group of messengers to arrest him.
They never completed their mission.
When they entered the presence of God resting upon Samuel and the company of prophets..., "the Spirit of God came upon the messengers of Saul, and they also prophesied" (1 Samuel 19:20).
Saul sent another group.
The same thing happened.
He sent a third group.
Again, they prophesied.
Three separate companies of soldiers arrived with orders to arrest David, yet every one of them encountered the presence of God and joined the prophets in prophesying instead.
Finally, out of exasperation, Saul came himself. This was the same king who had violently opposed David, who was consumed with jealousy, and who was resisting God's purposes by rejecting the one God had chosen to become Israel's next king.
Yet even Saul, in all of his hatred and rebellion, was no match for the presence and power of God.
When Saul entered the presence of God surrounding Samuel and the company of prophets, the Spirit of God came upon him as well. The same man who had already encountered this prophetic community years earlier was once again overwhelmed by the Spirit of God.
“So he went there to Naioth in Ramah. Then the Spirit of God was upon him also, and he went on and prophesied until he came to Naioth in Ramah. And he also stripped off his clothes and prophesied before Samuel in like manner, and lay down naked all that day and all that night. Therefore they say, ‘Is Saul also among the prophets’ ”(1 Samuel 19:23–24)?
The sons of the prophets did not merely cultivate music; they cultivated the presence of God. Their worship gave birth to revelation, their revelation found expression through prophetic songs and messages, and everyone who encountered that presence was given an opportunity to be transformed.
Heaven’s Sound Today
Only God can transform a lost and broken generation into the glorious Bride of Christ.
That is why the Church's greatest need is not more gifted musicians, larger productions, or greater artistic excellence. We need prophetic worshipers who first learn to minister to the Lord before they ever speak for the Lord. Their songs are born from communion with God and their lives carry His presence and reveal His voice wherever they go.
When worship becomes supernatural communion instead of merely performance, and when musicians once again become prophetic worshipers rather than entertainers, the same Holy Spirit who transformed King Saul and overwhelmed his soldiers will still transform hearts today. In the presence of God, the hurting, the burdened, the broken, the skeptical, and even the resistant can encounter Him and be forever changed.
Heaven's sound is more than beautiful music.
It is the sound of men and women who have ministered before the Lord until His presence rests upon their lives. It is heaven's voice finding expression through prophetic worshipers. Wherever God's presence is carried and His voice is released, lives are transformed, generations are awakened, and God receives the glory!
Remember
Their instruments simply gave voice to hearts that had learned to delight in God.
◆
The sons of the prophets did not merely cultivate music; they cultivated the presence of God.
◆
We need prophetic worshipers who first learn to minister to the Lord before they speak for the Lord.

Reflect
What am I intentionally cultivating in my life: musical ability, spiritual maturity, or both? How can I give greater attention to pursuing God's presence?
Respond
Lord, here I am. Teach me Your ways and let me dwell in Your presence. Tune my heart to hear Your voice and make me quick to obey Your leading. Let my worship rise from intimacy, not performance; from surrender, not ambition. Shape me into the kind of worshiper who delights in You, carries Your presence, and faithfully declares Your heart. May my songs be born in the secret place before they are ever heard in public. Let Your Spirit rest upon my life and let all who encounter me encounter You.. Amen.
Speak Son Speak
Speak, son, Speak
Speak the words that I had you eat
Prophesy
So, the dry bones can come to life

If you speak and they turn
I will save them
If you don’t and they die
Their blood is on your life
If you speak and they turn
I will heal them
If you do and they live
You may save many lives

Hear Your voice, Calling me
To repeat what I see
A watchman to the rebellious
Hear Your voice, Calling me
Prophesy what I see
A watchman speaking fearless

♫ Listen: AlabasterCommons.org/heavens-sound16
Chapter 17
The Alabaster Offering
And being in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper, as He sat at the table, a woman came having an alabaster flask of very costly oil of spikenard. Then she broke the flask and poured it on His head. – Mark 14:3
In the Gospels, there are three moments that are bound together by a similar act of worship. Three costly offerings of perfume are poured out upon Jesus. Each of these moments adds to the beauty and the revelation of the alabaster offering.
A Love That Overcame Shame
The first takes place early in Jesus’ ministry, when He is invited into the house of a Pharisee, a man of standing, order, and religion. The table is set, the room is filled, and everything appears as it should be, yet something is missing. There is no water for His feet, no kiss of greeting, and no oil of honor.
Then she enters, a sinful woman from the city, known, marked, and defined by her past. She does not belong in that room, and she does not belong among those people. Yet something stronger than her shame, her reputation, and her fear has drawn her there. The something is a Someone: Jesus.
In her hands, she carries an alabaster jar. She does not speak or announce herself, but comes behind Him, and suddenly the room is transformed. Tears begin to fall, unrestrained and unplanned, falling upon His feet as she kneels, wiping them with her hair and kissing them again and again.
Then she opens the jar, and the fragrance of the expensive perfume fills the room. What was hidden is now released, and what was costly is now poured out. She holds nothing back.
But not everyone sees it as worship.
The Pharisee watches and judges, thinking, “If this man were a prophet, He would know who is touching Him and what she is, and He would not allow it.” But Jesus sees differently. He looks beyond her past, beyond her reputation, beyond the labels placed upon her life. He sees her through eyes of love and compassion, and He speaks: “Her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much.”
In that moment, everything is reversed. The one who should have been rejected is received, the one who should have been silent becomes the loudest expression of worship in the room, and the one with nothing to offer becomes the one who gives everything. The alabaster jar is completely poured out, and heaven receives it.
A Worship That Sees the King
Time passes, and the scene shifts. Now we are in Bethany, just days before the Cross. The weight of what is coming is near, though not fully understood, and Jesus is again reclining at the table, this time among those who know Him and have seen His power.
Again, a woman approaches, and this time it is Mary of Bethany. She has sat at His feet and listened to His words. She has seen death bow at His command when her brother Lazarus walked out of the grave, and now something grips her heart. Something inside her recognizes this moment.
In her hands is an alabaster jar filled with a pound of nard that is costly, rare, and reserved. She pours it out on Jesus’ feet, not a portion or a measured amount, but the whole flask. The oil flows over His feet, and once again she uses her hair as an instrument of devotion. The whole house is filled with fragrance. It cannot be contained, and this act of worship cannot be undone.
But again, not everyone sees her act as worship.
This time, the objection comes from within. Judas, the one who would soon betray Jesus, speaks: “Why this waste?” The words are sharp yet cloaked in reason. This could have been sold, and the money given to the poor. It sounds righteous, responsible, and justified, but it is not born from love. It is rooted in greed and deception.
Jesus answers directly, “Leave her alone.” What she has done is not waste. It is preparation. She has kept this for the day of My burial.
In that moment, the act is revealed for what it truly is. Not excess, not emotion, and not mismanagement, but prophetic worship. She is responding to something others do not yet see. What appears unnecessary is perfectly aligned with heaven’s purpose. The alabaster jar is poured out, and heaven receives it.
A Love Without Restraint
Four days later, it happens again.
Another house, another table, another moment unfolds, and again a woman comes forward with a very expensive alabaster jar filled with pure nard. This time, something intensifies. She does not simply open it; she breaks it. The jar itself is shattered, removing any possibility of holding anything back.
Then the oil is poured over His head and over His whole body. There is no restraint, no calculation, and no reservation. Everything is given.
Again, the fragrance fills the room, but this time the objection grows louder. Not just the voice of Judas, but now the disciples speak, and others join them. The same accusation spreads: “Why this waste?” It could have been sold, used, or managed. What began as a thought in one heart has now spread into many.
But Jesus stops them, and says, “Why do you trouble her? She has done a beautiful thing to Me.” His words are clear. Jesus sees her act as beautiful, pure love, and deep devotion.
Then He says something that echoes beyond the moment: wherever the gospel is preached in the whole world, what she has done will be told in memory of her. The act is eternalized. The alabaster jar is broken, and heaven receives it.
Three moments, three women, three offerings, each different, each unique, yet each revealing the same truth.
True worship is not a commodity. It is an offering meant to be poured out. It does not hold anything back but gives what is costly. It is not reserved; it is surrendered, and in many cases, it is misunderstood.
The Voices That Oppose Pure Worship
There is something else present in every one of these moments, a contrasting voice.
In the first, it is the voice of religion, declaring that she should not be there, that she is unclean and unworthy. It measures people by their past and determines their value by their history, and it cannot recognize true love when it appears in broken form.
In the second, it is the voice of merchandising, asking, “Why this waste?” It assigns value, calculates return, and sees devotion as something to be sold rather than freely given. It sounds righteous, but it opposes pure worship because, at its core, it seeks to redirect what belongs to Jesus into something that can be monetized.
It does not understand that some things are not meant to be sold but are meant to be poured out from a heart of love and devotion onto the beautiful Savior.
Preparing for Christ’s Return
There is a question hidden within these moments, a question that extends beyond their time and reaches into ours.
If these women, out of deep love for Jesus, freely and generously poured out what was most valuable to them in preparation for His burial, will there be a generation who, out of that same deep love, will freely pour out their worship in preparation for His return?
A generation that does not calculate, does not hold back, and does not seek to preserve, package, or profit from what was meant to be given freely, but one that breaks the alabaster jar and lets the fragrance fill the earth.
Some will call it waste. Heaven calls it worship.
And wherever the gospel is proclaimed, the fragrance and the sound of that offering will be heard.
Scripture References:
Luke 7:36–50; John 12:1–8; Matthew 26:6–13; Mark 14:3–9
Remember
True worship is not a commodity. 
It is an offering meant to be poured out.
◆
Some will call it waste. Heaven calls it worship.
◆
The something is a Someone: Jesus.
◆
The alabaster jar is broken, and heaven receives it.

Reflect
What "alabaster jar" has God placed in my hands that He is asking me to pour out for Him rather than preserve for myself?
Respond
Jesus, You are all my soul requires. You are all my heart desires. I bring You the treasure of my life and pour it on Your feet. Receive my worship, my love, my songs, and my surrender. I have nothing to prove and nothing to gain, for You alone are my reward. Let the fragrance of this offering rise before You. Let my life become worship. I withhold nothing. I keep nothing for myself. My alabaster jar is broken, and everything within it belongs to You. You are worthy of it all. Amen.
Alabaster Box
Lord, I come to you
With my alabaster box of perfume
Lord, I come to you, to give it away
Cause there’s nothing in it for me
So I pour my perfume on Your feet
Cause there’s nothing in it for me
Just let Your fragrance Let it surround me

You are all my soul requires
You are all my heart desires
That is why these songs I play
I give them away

I give You my worship - With no strings attached
I give You my worship - In plenty or in lack
I give You my worship - When the crowds surround
I give You my worship - When no one is around
My alabaster box of worship – I give it away

♫ Listen: AlabasterCommons.org/heavens-sound17
Chapter 18
The Master’s Instrument
If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 13 their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each person’s work.
1 Corinthians 3:12–13 NIV
The Shepherd and the Harp
The evening sun slowly disappeared behind the hills of Bethlehem as the sheep gathered quietly around a young shepherd. The work of the day was finished, and silence settled over the fields. Far from the noise of the city and hidden from the eyes of men, David reached for his harp.
As his fingers touched the strings, melodies drifted across the hillside. No audience applauded. No king listened. No choir joined him. There was only a shepherd, a harp, and the presence of God.
Those lonely fields became David's sanctuary.
There, songs were born that would one day comfort kings, strengthen warriors, and inspire generations of worshipers. Yet long before David ever led Israel in praise, God was doing something far greater than teaching a shepherd to write songs.
He was shaping the life of the man who held the harp.
Every quiet night beneath the stars, every encounter with a lion or bear, every whispered prayer, every lesson in trust, every step of obedience became part of a work far deeper than David could have imagined. While David believed he was learning to play an instrument, the Master Craftsman was patiently fashioning another instrument altogether.
David himself.
The Master Craftsman
Just as David’s harp was fashioned by a master craftsman, so God is fashioning your life into an instrument through which He can reveal His heart.
The Apostle Paul reminds us to be careful how we build, for every life is under construction (1 Corinthians 3:10–13). Every conversation, every hidden decision, every act of obedience, every sacrifice, every temptation resisted, every kindness offered, every moment of surrender, every step of faith becomes part of the instrument the Master is creating.
Yet the work is not finished when the instrument has been crafted. Every musician knows that even the finest instrument must be maintained, refined, and carefully tuned. In the same way, God continues to work on those He loves. He continues refining. Continues adjusting. Continues tuning our hearts until they become increasingly responsive to His touch.
An instrument fulfills its purpose by remaining in tune with the Master.
Jesus lived this reality perfectly. He said, "The Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do" (John 5:19). His life was lived in complete harmony with the Father. Every word He spoke, every miracle He performed, every act of compassion, every step toward the Cross flowed from perfect surrender.
This is the beautiful invitation of prophetic worship. The Master is playing through us. We are simply His instruments. Sometimes He speaks through our words. Sometimes He sings through our songs. Sometimes He reveals His love through a quiet act of kindness, an unseen sacrifice, a generous gift, a faithful parent, an honest business leader, a compassionate friend, or a believer who continues to worship even in suffering.
The Creator is expressing Himself through surrendered lives. The music people hear is only the outward expression of the hidden work that shaped the instrument.
This is why a lifestyle of worship matters so deeply. Before God ever writes a song through my life, He first crafts His words into my life. Before He releases His melodies through my voice, He forms His character within my heart. My greatest offering to God is not the music I create, but the life from which the music comes.
When our lives become instruments in the Master's hands, the songs, the melodies, the harmonies, and the symphonies that flow from us are no longer merely our own. They are sourced in His heart, aligned with His will, inspired by His Spirit, and amplified by His presence.
The goal of worship is not simply to sing Heaven's song, but to become an instrument through which Heaven can sing. This truth was revealed perfectly through the life of Jesus Christ.
The Master's Greatest Instrument
As evening drew to a close, Jesus gathered with His disciples to celebrate the Passover. They broke bread together. They shared the cup. He washed their feet. He spoke words that would echo throughout eternity. Then, before walking into the darkest night the world had ever known, they sang a hymn.
The Gospels do not tell us which hymn they sang. Yet because this meal was the Passover, historians and biblical scholars have long understood that Jesus and His disciples likely concluded the meal by singing the closing Hallel Psalms (Psalms 115–118), just as Jewish families had done for generations. While Scripture simply tells us they "sang a hymn," this understanding has been widely accepted because it reflects the established Passover liturgy of first-century Judaism.
If so, the moment is breathtaking.
All across Jerusalem, families were gathered around their Passover tables. Parents and children, friends and neighbors were remembering God's mighty deliverance from Egypt. Together they lifted their voices in the same Hallel Psalms they had faithfully sung year after year. Unknowingly, they were also singing about the Messiah, while the Messiah Himself was singing with them.
The songs that had celebrated Israel's redemption from Egypt were about to find their ultimate fulfillment in God's redemption of the world through His Son. David had written them. Israel had sung them. Jesus was about to fulfill them.
One of the psalms Jesus likely sang that evening had followed Him throughout His final week.
Psalm 118:14 declared,
"The Lord is my strength and song, and He has become my salvation (yeshuah, Hebrew for 'salvation')."
Three times in Psalm 118, the Hebrew word yeshuah ("salvation") appears in praise to God. It comes from the same Hebrew root as the name Yeshua, the very name the angel instructed Mary to give her Son. Long before Bethlehem, Israel had been singing of God's salvation, never imagining that one day His salvation would stand among them in the person of Jesus Christ.
Psalm 118 continues,
"I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord" (Psalm 118:17).
Within hours Jesus would willingly lay down His life, knowing that death would not have the final word.
It proclaims,
"The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone" (Psalm 118:22).
Jesus applied these words to Himself before the religious leaders. After His resurrection, Peter proclaimed that the rejected Stone had become the foundation upon which God's people would be built.
Then comes the cry,
"Save now, I pray, O Lord" (Psalm 118:25).
The Hebrew verb translated “save” comes from yasha, the same root from which the name Yeshua is derived. It is the cry that became Hosanna!, shouted by the crowds as Jesus entered Jerusalem.
The psalm continues,
"Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord" (Psalm 118:26)!
The same words shouted during His triumphal entry became the words Jesus Himself sang on the night before His crucifixion.
Finally, the psalm declares,
"God is the Lord, and He has given us light; Bind the sacrifice with cords to the horns of the altar" (Psalm 118:27).
These words have been understood in different ways throughout history. In their original setting they describe the sacrificial worship of Israel. Yet read in the light of the Cross, they take on profound significance. Within hours, the true Passover Lamb would be led to His sacrifice, offering Himself for the salvation of the world.
The songs Israel had faithfully sung for generations were no longer only songs of remembrance.
They were becoming reality.
David had written them.
Israel had sung them.
Jesus fulfilled them.
Long before the Cross was raised outside Jerusalem, David had already begun proclaiming the Lamb of God. The greatest songwriter in Israel's history spent his life composing songs that pointed beyond himself to the coming Messiah. The instrument God had been crafting in David was always intended to direct the hearts of God's people toward Someone greater than David himself.
Then the Son of David walked toward Calvary.
There, on a lonely hill outside Jerusalem, stood another instrument. Fashioned from wood, built by human hands, designed for cruelty, and constructed for death, no one looked upon it and saw beauty. No one imagined it would become the centerpiece of redemption. Yet in the Father's hands, everything changed.
The Cross did not become holy because of the wood from which it was made. It became holy because of the sacrifice that hung upon its branches. What had been built to inflict death became the means through which eternal life would be offered to the world.
Jesus had lived His entire life in perfect harmony with His Father. Every word He spoke, every miracle He performed, every act of compassion, every step of obedience, and every moment of surrender revealed a life completely yielded to the Father's will. His entire life was perfectly yielded to the Father’s hands.
Then, at Calvary, the Father's greatest song was heard.
It was not merely sung with His lips; it was sung with His life. The Cross became His altar. His body became the offering. His love became the melody. His obedience became the harmony. His sacrifice became the anthem that continues to echo throughout eternity.
The Son who sang the Passover hymn became the Passover Lamb. The rejected Stone became the Cornerstone. The instrument of death became an instrument of worship. 
This act of worship was not performed before a congregation. It was offered before the Father.
You Are His Instrument
The Master is still looking for instruments. Not just musicians, singers, or songwriters, but men and women whose hearts are completely His. What He seeks is not made of wood, strings, or bronze. It is a surrendered life through which He can continue His work in the world.
Some will write songs. Others will preach, serve quietly, cross oceans, comfort the broken, lead nations, or kneel beside one person and gently tell them about Jesus. The instruments are wonderfully different, but the Master is the same. Each life surrendered to Him becomes another expression of His grace, His truth, and His love in the world.
Every time a believer whispers, "Here I am, Lord," another note is added to Heaven's song. Every act of obedience, every sacrifice offered in love, every word of truth spoken with compassion, every gift surrendered for His glory, and every broken heart that turns to Christ in faith becomes another expression of worship rising before His throne.
The Master’s favorite song is still being written whenever someone surrenders their life to Christ. Every redeemed heart becomes another voice in Heaven's eternal chorus. 
The Master is still writing His song. He is still shaping lives. He is still calling ordinary people to extraordinary obedience.
And He longs to write His song through you.
Remember
Just as David’s harp was fashioned by a master craftsman, so God is fashioning your life into an instrument through which He can reveal His heart 
◆
In the Master's hands, the Cross became the greatest instrument of worship the world has ever known.
◆
The Master’s favorite song is still being written whenever someone surrenders their life to Christ. 
Every redeemed heart becomes another voice in Heaven's eternal chorus.

Reflect
How is the Master shaping my life into an instrument through which He can write His song?
Respond
Father, thank You for being the Master Craftsman, patiently shaping my life into an instrument for Your glory. Continue refining and tuning my heart to remain in harmony with Yours, and may every word I speak, every act of obedience, and every gift You have given me become an expression of worship that reveals Your heart to the world. Write Your song through my life, for Your glory alone. Amen.
Prized Possession
Jesus is singing over you
You are His prized possession
His chief obsession
Jesus is dancing over you
You are the one He died for
The one He loves most

He will rejoice over you with gladness
He will rejoice over you with singing
Like a bridegroom rejoices for his bride
He will rejoice over you

Who am I that You love me
Who am I that You care
Who am I that in Heaven my home is there
Who are we that You see us
Who are we that You lead
Who are we that You care for the least of these

♫ Listen: AlabasterCommons.org/heavens-sound18
Part Four
God’s Call to Worship
Chapter 19
My Life is My Worship
For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it. – Mark 8:35
One of the most subtle yet significant deceptions in the life of a believer is the assumption that spiritual maturity is primarily the result of knowledge. We tend to measure growth by what we understand, what we can articulate, and what we have learned, yet Scripture makes it clear that knowledge alone was never intended to be the foundation of relationship with God. The apostle Paul writes, “Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies.  And if anyone thinks that he knows anything, he knows nothing yet as he ought to know. But if anyone loves God, this one is known by Him.” (1 Corinthians 8:1–3). Even satan has a knowledge of scripture, and even believes in God, but he does not worship Him. This exposes a critical truth: it is not what we know about God that defines us, but whether we truly know Him, obey Him, and are known by Him. 
A Life of Intimacy
There is a profound difference between possessing information and walking in intimacy. The disciples on the road to Emmaus illustrate this vividly. They had knowledge of the Scriptures and were aware of the events surrounding Jesus, yet when He walked beside them, they did not recognize Him. It was not until the moment of relational encounter, when He broke bread with them, that their eyes were opened (Luke 24:13–35). This reveals that spiritual understanding is not unlocked merely through intellectual pursuit, but through relational encounter. A lifestyle of worship, therefore, begins with intimacy.
Broken to be Released
That intimacy inevitably leads to a process that is both necessary and often resisted: brokenness. When Jesus took the bread, Scripture is intentional in its order, telling us that He “took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it” (Mark 14:22). This pattern reveals how God works in the life of a believer. What He calls, He sanctifies. What He sanctifies, He breaks. And what He breaks, He releases.
This same pattern appears again when Jesus fed the multitudes, where He “blessed and broke and gave the loaves” (Matthew 14:19). The multiplication did not come from the blessing alone or from the giving alone. It came through the breaking. In the kingdom of God, usefulness is not determined by appearance, but by surrender. Something can look complete and polished yet remain unusable until it is broken.
This is where many believers hesitate. We desire to be blessed, and we long to be used, but we resist the process in between. Brokenness confronts our desire for control, our attachment to image, and our reliance on self. Yet it is precisely in that breaking that God removes what is superficial and reveals what is essential. Brokenness is not God diminishing a person. It is God preparing them for multiplication.
Within this process, a defining question emerges: will we live our lives using others as a means to an end, or will we allow ourselves to become a bridge through which others can reach their destiny? The world teaches us to climb, leverage, and advance at any cost, but the kingdom of God operates on an entirely different principle. A lifestyle of worship chooses to lay itself down. It chooses to serve rather than to be served, to give rather than to take, and to become a vessel through which God can flow into the lives of others.
Beauty from Bitterness – The Three Mary’s of Jesus
We see this principle reflected in the lives of those who walked closely with Jesus, particularly the women who followed Him. While many of the disciples struggled to fully understand who He was, there were those who recognized Him through relationship rather than reasoning. 
It is remarkable that the three women who appear to have been closest to Jesus all shared the same name: Mary. The name comes from the Hebrew Miriam, a name commonly associated with bitterness. Yet their stories tell the opposite. Each experienced seasons marked by sorrow, misunderstanding, disappointment, or brokenness. Yet each trusted God through those moments, and in every case Jesus transformed bitterness into beauty. Their lives remind us that worship is not reserved for those who have avoided suffering, but for those who continue to trust God in the midst of it.
Mary, the mother of Jesus, embraced a calling that immediately placed her life under suspicion. Though chosen because she found favor with God (Luke 1:28–30), she carried the stigma of an unwed pregnancy, endured the uncertainty of raising the Son of God, fled as a refugee to Egypt, and eventually stood at the foot of the Cross watching her innocent Son suffer and die. Yet through every season she continued to surrender herself to God's purposes. Her life demonstrates that worship often means trusting God when obedience brings misunderstanding and the path He chooses is far more costly than expected.
Mary of Bethany consistently chose the place at Jesus' feet. While others were distracted by activity, she treasured His presence. She listened when He taught, worshiped Him with extravagant devotion, and believed in Him even when she did not understand His timing. When her brother Lazarus became sick, she sent for Jesus with confidence, yet Jesus delayed, and Lazarus died. Her disappointment was real, but so was her faith. Before she witnessed the miracle of resurrection, she experienced the pain of unanswered prayers. Even then, she remained near to Jesus. Her life reminds us that worship is not dependent upon immediate answers, but upon confidence in the goodness of the One we worship.
Mary Magdalene knew perhaps the deepest personal brokenness of all. Once a sinful woman who was bound by seven demons, she experienced complete freedom through the power of Jesus (Luke 8:2). Rather than returning to her old life, she devoted herself to following Him. She remained near the Cross when many fled, waited at the tomb while others returned home, and became the first person to encounter the risen Christ. Her restoration became her testimony. The woman once defined by darkness became the first witness of the greatest victory in history. Jesus transformed the very thing that could have defined her into a testimony of His redeeming grace.
In each of these women we discover that worship is not born out of perfection, but out of surrender, restoration, and relationship. Worship is not the absence of pain but the decision to trust God in the middle of it. He did not erase their stories; He redeemed them. He transformed their bitterness into beauty, their brokenness into testimony, and their surrender into worship.
The Upside-Down Kingdom
The ways of God have always stood in contrast to the ways of the world. From the beginning, His principles have challenged human logic and expectation. Jesus embodied this tension perfectly. Jesus Himself summarized this kingdom paradox when He said, “Whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it.” (Mark 8:35)
 Jesus demonstrated that victory comes through surrender, receiving comes through giving, exaltation comes through serving, and life is found through dying to self. He did not pursue success as the world defines it but lived in complete obedience to the voice of His Father. He waited for the appointed time to begin his earthly ministry, at 30 years old, refusing to move ahead of the Father’s direction.
God is still looking for a generation shaped by that same posture. Not a generation admired for its gifting, but one recognized by its intimacy with God. A generation whose identity is not built on recognition, but on what is cultivated in the secret place. It is in that hidden place that a lifestyle of worship is formed, where no audience is present and no applause is given, yet where the heart is continually aligned with God.
In the World, Not of the World
Living a lifestyle of worship also requires a clear understanding of our relationship to the world. Jesus prayed, “They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world” (John 17:14). “As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world” (John 17:18). This reveals a tension that cannot be ignored. We are sent into the world, but we are not to be shaped by it. We are called to engage culture without conforming to it, to influence without being influenced, and to remain anchored in truth while surrounded by compromise.
The challenge is that the world continually presents alternatives for worship. It offers substitutes that compete for the same place that belongs to God, the heart. Whether it is the pursuit of success, self-fulfillment, material gain, or entertainment, these are not merely distractions. They are competitors, and whatever ultimately captures the heart will inevitably receive worship.
Living by the Spirit is essential for sustaining a lifestyle of worship. Scripture draws a clear distinction: “Those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit” (Romans 8:5). A person becomes the product of what they consistently feed. If the spirit is fed, it grows stronger. If the flesh is fed, it begins to dominate.
To live “of the Spirit” is to cultivate a genuine relationship with God and remain connected to His Body, allowing the Holy Spirit to teach, guide, and reveal truth continually (John 14:26; John 16:13). To be sent “into the world” is to engage daily life, our work, relationships, and responsibilities, while carrying the presence of God into those environments (John 17:18). But to become “of the world” is to allow those same environments to reshape priorities, dull spiritual sensitivity, and weaken the life of the spirit (John 15:19).
A lifestyle of worship is not built in isolated moments of expression, but in the accumulation of daily decisions. It is formed in what we choose to pursue, what we choose to prioritize, and what we allow to influence us, and it is sustained not by occasional encounters, but by continual alignment.
Worship is not an event we attend. It is the life we offer.
A life of worship is a life that is willing to be broken in the hands of God, trusting that what He breaks He also transforms, turning bitterness into beauty. A lifestyle of worship is simply a life continually surrendered to the voice and presence of God.
Remember
Worship is not the absence of pain but the decision to trust God in the middle of it.
◆
Brokenness is not God diminishing a person. It is God preparing them for multiplication.
◆
Not a generation admired for its gifting, but one recognized by its intimacy with God.

Reflect
Are my daily choices drawing me closer to God's presence, or slowly shaping me according to the values of the world?
Respond
Father, I choose Your way above my own. Teach me to trust You when surrender feels costly and obedience is difficult. Break what needs to be broken, refine what needs to be refined, and shape my life into a reflection of Jesus. Let my daily decisions, hidden moments, relationships, work, and worship all bring glory to You. May I seek to know You more than simply know about You. Keep my heart free from the influence of this world, and continually turn my affections back toward You. Let my life become a bridge through which others encounter Your love, Your truth, and Your presence. Amen.
See Through
Jesus shine through
Make me see through
So I don't block the view
Of who you really are
Jesus shine through
So I look like you
And the world can see
Who you really are

Jesus you showed us a different way
You came and lived it every day
You taught us to
win by losing, blessed by giving,
crowned by serving, live by dying
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Chapter 20
The Power of Praise
Blessed are the people who know the joyful sound!
They walk, O Lord, in the light of Your countenance.
In Your name they rejoice all day long,
And in Your righteousness, they are exalted.
Psalm 89:15–16
In the next two chapters, we will explore what the Bible means when it uses the words Praise and Worship. These two words are deeply interconnected, and each has its own musical expression.
The Language of Praise
God never intended praise to be narrow or restrained. He created it to be deeply expressive. The fourteen Hebrew and Greek words for praise describe a wide range of actions, including lifting hands, kneeling, shouting, playing instruments, celebrating, singing new songs, giving thanks, and joining together in unified voices. The purpose is not to create a rigid pattern to follow, but to reveal God's desire that we would praise Him with everything we are.
Jesus declared that we are to love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength (Mark 12:30). Praise, therefore, is not limited to one expression or one form but encompasses the fullness of our response to God.
The Expressions of Praise
The Hebrew language reflects this diversity in profound ways. Words such as halal describe a celebration so expressive it may appear foolish to the observer, while yadah involves the extension of hands in surrender and acknowledgment. Tehillah speaks of songs that rise from within, zamar combines voice with instruments, and shabach conveys a loud, triumphant declaration. Likewise, Greek words associated with praise encompass devotion, testimony, singing, thanksgiving, and celebration. These expressions are not separate categories but interconnected ways of engaging God with the entirety of our being.
Scripture also highlights many physical expressions of praise such as singing, shouting, speaking, clapping, lifting hands, playing instruments, and dancing (Psalms 47:1, 6; 134:2; 150:3–6). These are not just outward actions but reflections of inward reality. Praise engages the whole person because God desires the whole person.
"Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. Praise the Lord!” (Psalm 150:6)
David stands as one of Scripture’s clearest examples of wholehearted praise. He held nothing back. He praised God with his whole heart, soul, mind, and strength. When his wife Michal looked at him and despised him for what she perceived as an undignified display, David responded without hesitation:
"It was before the Lord … I will play music before the Lord. I will be even more undignified than this, and will be humble in my own sight" (2 Samuel 6:21–22).
His concern was never how he appeared before people, but how he responded before God. Praise often appears undignified to the natural mind, yet its results are powerful.
The Power of Praise
When Paul and Silas sat in a Philippian prison, bound and beaten, they chose not to complain or despair, but to lift their voices in praise. In the middle of that praise, there came a great earthquake, the prison doors were opened, and every chain was loosed (Acts 16:26). Their praise not only brought freedom to themselves but also released freedom to everyone around them.
Joshua experienced a similar reality when God instructed Israel to march around Jericho. For six days they walked in silence, but on the seventh day they lifted a triumphant shout accompanied by the sound of trumpets. That sound of praise brought down walls that could never have been overcome by natural means (Joshua 6).
Likewise, when Jehoshaphat faced overwhelming enemies, he was instructed not to fight but to stand still and trust God. He placed worshipers ahead of the army, and as they began to sing and praise the Lord, God set ambushes against their enemies (2 Chronicles 20:21–22). Praise became the doorway through which God brought victory to His people.
Praise breaks spiritual bondage. The first assignment David received after being anointed as the future king of Israel by the prophet Samuel was to play his harp for the current king, Saul.
“And so it was, whenever the spirit from God was upon Saul, that David would take a harp and play it with his hand. Then Saul would become refreshed and well, and the distressing spirit would depart from him” (1 Samuel 16:23). 
It was not David’s harp or his music that drove away the distressing spirit; it was the God David worshiped through his harp.
Before David saw God defeat Goliath on the battlefield, he had seen God defeat demons in the spirit realm as he worshiped. When the time came for David to face Goliath, he knew how Israel’s victory would be won. As David ran toward Goliath, he shouted a declaration of faith and praise for Goliath and all the armies of the Philistines to hear.
“I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied” (1 Samuel 17:45).
“Then all this assembly shall know that the Lord does not save with sword and spear; for the battle is the Lord’s, and He will give you into our hands” (1 Samuel 17:47).
Throughout Scripture, praise accompanies God's victory over darkness. Whether driving away tormenting spirits, breaking chains, bringing down strongholds, or defeating overwhelming enemies, praise welcomes the presence and authority of God into situations where human strength is insufficient.
The Purpose of Praise
Praise silences the voice of the enemy. David declared, "Through the praise of children and infants you have established a stronghold against your enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger" (Psalm 8:2 NIV). The enemy constantly seeks to fill our minds with fear, accusation, doubt, condemnation, and lies. Praise replaces those voices with the truth of who God is. As our mouths become filled with thanksgiving and adoration, our hearts are reminded of His goodness, His faithfulness, and His promises. Praise does not only change what we say; it changes what we believe. Instead of agreeing with fear, we begin to agree with heaven.
Praise transforms the heart. Isaiah proclaimed that God gives His people "a garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness" (Isaiah 61:3). Praise lifts our eyes from ourselves and fixes them upon our beautiful Savior. It redirects our attention from what is temporary to what is eternal, from problems to promises, and from weakness to God's strength. As we behold Him, our perspective begins to change. Peace replaces anxiety. Joy overcomes despair. Hope rises where discouragement once lived. Whether our circumstances change immediately or not, praise changes us by drawing our hearts nearer to the One who never changes.
Praise is an act of faith before the answer comes. True praise is not dependent upon favorable circumstances; it is rooted in confidence in God's character. Habakkuk declared that even if the fig tree did not blossom and the fields produced no food, "yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will joy in the God of my salvation" (Habakkuk 3:17–19). Praise declares God's worthiness before the breakthrough, before the healing, before the provision, and before the victory is visible. It is faith given a voice. Every song of praise proclaims that God's promises are more certain than our present circumstances. Turning our eyes away from ourselves and toward our beautiful Savior is one of the greatest acts of faith a believer can make.
The Rhythm of Praise
There is a divine pattern woven throughout creation that illustrates the transforming power of praise. Consider the water cycle. Water rises from the earth through evaporation, forms clouds in the heavens, and then returns as rain that refreshes the earth and produces fruit, seed, and sustenance (Isaiah 55:10; Job 36:27–28). God designed this continual cycle of ascent and descent to sustain physical life.
In a similar way, there is a spiritual rhythm within God's kingdom. As God's people lift up their prayers, praise, and worship toward heaven, He responds by pouring out His glory, His presence, and His power. Our praise ascends to God, and His life-giving presence descends to His people. Just as rain transforms dry and barren ground into fruitful fields, God's presence transforms hearts, renews lives, and produces spiritual fruit. Praise is not merely an expression of devotion; it is part of a divine rhythm through which heaven and earth meet.
This same pattern is reflected in the design of the tabernacle and temple. God established a progression for approaching His presence: entering His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise, moving into the Holy Place of revelation and intercession, and ultimately entering the Holy of Holies—the place of God’s manifest presence (Psalm 100:4; 1 Kings 7:48–49; Revelation 7:11).
This divine rhythm is also beautifully displayed at the dedication of the Temple:
"...when the trumpeters and singers were as one... then the house was filled with a cloud... for the glory of the Lord filled the house of God" (2 Chronicles 5:13–14).
Praise is not the destination. It is the entrance. It positions the heart, aligns the spirit, and prepares the way for deeper encounters with God. As praise draws us into His presence, our celebration naturally gives way to surrender, and our praise becomes worship.
In heaven, as glory, honor, and thanksgiving are offered before the throne, the elders fall down and cast their crowns before Him (Revelation 4:10–11). So it is on earth. Praise leads us to that same place of surrender, where everything we are is laid before Him. There, joyful celebration gives way to intimate worship.
Remember
Praise welcomes the presence and authority of God into situations where human strength is insufficient.
◆
Praise engages the whole person because God desires the whole person.
◆
Praise is not the destination. It is the entrance.

Reflect
Is my praise determined by my circumstances or by God’s unchanging character? What would it look like to offer Him wholehearted praise today, even before I see the answer?
Respond
Lord, You alone are worthy of all praise. Teach me to praise You with my whole heart, soul, mind, and strength. Let my praise rise above my circumstances and declare Your goodness before the breakthrough comes. Fill my heart with thanksgiving, silence every voice that competes with Your truth, and draw me into Your presence. May my praise become an expression of faith, a testimony of Your faithfulness, and a doorway into deeper worship. In Jesus' mighty name, Amen.
Blessed Be
Psalm 89

I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever
With my mouth I will shout Your faithfulness
I will sing of the justice of the Lord forever
God is feared in the gathering of His saints

Blessed are the people who know the joyful sound
Who walk in the light of Your face
Blessed are the people who sing all day long
Of Your power, Your truth, Your grace

Blessed be the Lord
Forevermore
Blessed be the Lord
Amen and Amen
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Chapter 21
The Intimacy of Worship
One thing I have desired of the Lord,
That will I seek:
That I may dwell in the house of the Lord
All the days of my life,
To behold the beauty of the Lord,
And to inquire in His temple.
Psalm 27:4
Drawing Near
Celebratory praise can be understood as accompanying our entrance through the gates and into the courts of the temple, while intimate worship and prayer belong to the Holy Place and ultimately to the Holy of Holies. The distinction is not merely one of expression, but of proximity. As the distance between man and God decreases, the depth of worship increases. The closer we draw to Him, the more our worship shifts from outward expression to inward communion.
The book of Revelation provides a powerful glimpse into this reality. Its setting is not earthly but heavenly, and its participants are not at a distance but face to face with God. The elders, the four living creatures, and the redeemed continually fall before Him. What is taking place is not distant admiration or symbolic reverence, but the natural response of those who are fully aware of His presence.
The same reality appears on earth in moments where heaven and earth intersect. In 2 Chronicles 5, when the priests and musicians came together in unity, lifting their voices as one and giving glory to the Lord, the house of God was filled with a cloud, and His glory filled the temple. The presence of God became so tangible that the priests could not continue ministering. It was not the result of performance, but of unified, God-centered worship. What is continual in heaven is, at moments, released on earth.
Restoring Eden
From the beginning, humanity was created not simply to serve God, but to live in His presence. Genesis 3:8 reveals that Adam and Eve “heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day.” It was not unusual. It was normal. The presence of God was not an occasional encounter, but their environment.
Scripture also reveals that before the fall, they were unashamed (Genesis 3:7). There was nothing hidden, nothing covered, and nothing separating them from God. Their relationship with Him was marked by complete openness and total intimacy.
Worship, in its purest form, is the restoration of that reality. It is the return to a life lived in the presence of God, where nothing is hidden and nothing is withheld.
Scripture makes it clear that our relationship with God is not defined merely in terms of duty or service, but in terms of covenant and intimacy. The language used is that of marriage. Paul writes that we have been betrothed to one husband, that we might be presented as a pure bride to Christ (2 Corinthians 11:2). In Ephesians 5:25, Christ’s love for the Church is described as sacrificial and covenantal, and in Revelation 21 the Church is revealed as a bride prepared for her husband. 
This is not symbolic language meant only to be admired. It is revelatory language meant to be understood. Marriage is the model, and intimacy is the goal.
Scripture consistently uses the word “know.” The Hebrew word yada describes both relational and spiritual intimacy. In Genesis 4:1, Adam “knew” Eve, and this knowing resulted in life. In Daniel 11:32, those who know their God are described as strong and effective. In Psalm 25:14, the secret of the Lord is reserved for those who fear Him, and He reveals Himself to them.
This kind of knowing is not intellectual but experiential. It comes through closeness, familiarity, and shared life. Intimate worship is the spiritual expression of that relationship. It is not performance and not form. It is communion. It is the response of a heart that knows God and is known by Him.
Jesus makes this prerequisite clear in John 4:24: “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.” Worship in spirit speaks of life, breath, and that which comes from within. Worship in truth speaks of openness, authenticity, and a life without concealment.
The Progression of Worship
The book of Revelation reveals that as relationship deepens, worship progresses. It does not remain static but develops into greater stages of understanding and response.
The first stage is the worship of our King, birthed out of holy fear. In Revelation 1 and 4, God is revealed in His majesty, His power, and His absolute holiness. His presence commands reverence, and the natural response is awe. True worship begins here, with the fear of the Lord and a recognition of who God is.
The second stage is the worship of the Lamb, birthed out of gratitude. In Revelation 7 and 14, the focus shifts to redemption. The Lamb who was slain stands at the center, and the redeemed respond with thanksgiving. Their worship is not only based on who God is, but on what He has done.
The third stage is the worship of our Bridegroom, birthed out of love. In Revelation 19, the language shifts from King and Lamb to Husband and Bride. At this level, worship becomes deeply personal. It is no longer only reverence or gratitude, but adoration. It is the response of a people who love Him completely. He is their one and only. He is their ultimate prize.
The Heart of Worship
In Hebrew, the word for worship, shachah means to bow down or prostrate oneself, and segid carries a similar meaning. In the Greek, the word for worship, proskuneo means to bow, to crouch, and even to kiss toward, implying affection and devotion. These definitions reveal that worship is not primarily about music or creativity. It is about humility, surrender, and affection. 
In the Bible, the physical expressions of worship include, singing, as seen in Revelation 5:9, where a new song is sung before the throne. Bowing, as Psalm 95:6 calls us to worship and bow down and in Revelation we see the elders and living creatures casting their crowns and falling on their faces before Him. Instruments are also present, as harps accompany the worship of heaven (Revelation 5; 14).
A great illustration of worship can be found in how a dog greets its master. The moment the master walks through the door, nothing else matters. The dog's entire being erupts with delight. Its tail wags uncontrollably. It jumps with excitement. It licks its master's hands and face. It circles with joyful abandon. Every movement communicates the same message: "You are home! I have been waiting for you! There is no one I would rather be with than you!" There is no embarrassment, no self-consciousness, no concern for appearances, only overwhelming affection and complete devotion. 
This picture provides a beautiful glimpse into the heart of worship. True worship is more than singing songs or speaking words. It is the joyful, wholehearted response of a heart that cannot contain its love for its Master. It longs to be near Him, delights in His presence, and pours out its affection without reservation.
For many of us, we would love to worship God face to face like Moses or spend time with Him in person like His disciples. Yet, God can often seem so distant. What is the key that can unlock the door to intimacy with God?
Worship That Hears
Isaiah 22:22 speaks of the key of David. Many have suggested that the key of David, was his worship of God.  Even deeper, the key of David is probably speaking of Jesus, who is the son of David and the only door for salvation. I want to add one more to the list. One of the keys of David was waiting on the Lord. Eighteen times in the Psalms David declares that we should Wait on the Lord. 
Psalm 27 is one of David's most beautiful songs of worship, expressing his longing for God with words like, "One thing I have desired of the Lord, that will I seek," and, "To behold the beauty of the Lord." At the end of the psalm, David then encourages all who long to encounter God: "Wait for the Lord. Be strong and let your heart take courage. Yes, wait for the Lord" (Psalm 27:14).
Waiting on the Lord is not passive. It is active, intentional, and expectant. The Hebrew understanding of waiting carries the idea of binding oneself to Him, remaining, and refusing to let go until something is received. It is a posture of faith that says, “I will not leave this place of pursuit until I encounter You.” Like a horse at the starting line, desiring to run, yet waiting for its master to give the command. 
Isaiah echoes this truth: 
“But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.” (Isaiah 40:31).
In human relationships, true friendship is revealed by mutual and genuine communication. If only one person speaks it is only a monologue not a conversation. True worship occurs as we give our praise, our prayer and our worship to God, and He in turn communicates back to us. This is where true, genuine and longed for relationship with God is found.
As intimacy deepens, worship moves beyond expression and into encounter. It is no longer only a response to what has been revealed, but a doorway into what has not yet been seen or understood. In that place, the heart is no longer striving to reach God but is positioned to receive from Him.
Captivated By Him
Praise leads us into worship, and worship teaches us to listen, to linger, and to receive. In that place of surrendered waiting, we discover that intimacy is never something we achieve. It is Someone who comes near. The veil has been torn, the way has been opened, and through Christ we have been invited into the very presence of God. What was once reserved for the Holy of Holies has become the inheritance of every believer.
As His presence fills our hearts, worship begins to transcend words and songs. We become captivated by the beauty of the Lord. Time seems to disappear as His love overwhelms every distraction. Like those gathered around His throne in heaven, nothing else matters but Him. All worship belongs to Him. All glory belongs to Him. Every crown is laid before Him. Every voice joins the eternal song. In those moments, earth and heaven seem to meet, and our greatest desire is no longer simply to sing to God, but to remain with Him.
“You are worthy, our Lord and God,
to receive glory and honor and power,
for you created all things,
and by your will they were created
and have their being!”
Revelation 4:11
Remember
As the distance between man and God decreases, the depth of worship increases.
◆
Worship does not only express what we know. It opens the door to what God desires to reveal.
◆
As intimacy deepens, worship moves beyond expression and into encounter.

Reflect
Is my greatest desire simply to worship God, to know Him more deeply and remain in His presence?
Respond
Lord, I come before You in worship. I bow before You, my Lord and Maker. You are my Savior, the Lamb who was slain, and You are worthy to receive all power, riches, wisdom, strength, honor, glory, and blessing. Above all else, there is one thing I desire and one thing I seek: to dwell in Your presence all the days of my life, to behold Your beauty, and to inquire of You. Draw me closer to Your heart. Teach me to wait on You, to delight in Your presence, and to love You with all my heart, soul, mind, and strength. May my life be a continual offering of worship to You all the days of my life, now and forever. Amen.
Show Yourself Real
Come and find us, Come remind us
We’re not meant to live on our own
Created for You and You alone
Don’t forget us, Come and get us
Created to worship You
That’s what we were made to do

We want to stand in Your Glory
To know for ourselves
And not just hear the stories

Take us away, Through heaven’s gates
Right to the place
Where we know You’re with us
No longer conceal, Come and reveal
Come and show Yourself real
Take us away, give us a taste
And we’ll run to find You
No longer conceal, Come and reveal
Come and show Yourself real
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Chapter 22
The Prophetic Voice
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; Before you were born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations.”... Then the Lord put forth His hand and touched my mouth, and said to me: “Behold, I have put My words in your mouth.” – Jeremiah 1:5, 9
Intimacy Leads to Hearing
True intimacy with God leads to hearing His voice. When a life is continually drawn into His presence, it becomes increasingly sensitive to His voice, His heart, and His desires. Worship, at its deepest level, is not only about drawing near to God, but about responding to what is revealed in that nearness.
Throughout Scripture, worship and the prophetic are closely connected. Those who dwell in the presence of God do not remain unchanged. They begin to see what He sees, feel what He feels, and speak what He is speaking. What begins as intimacy becomes revelation, and what is revealed seeks expression.
This is the foundation of prophetic worship. It is not music driven by human creativity alone, but a sound shaped by encounter. It is the overflow of a life that has been with God, carrying not only devotion, but His voice.
Scripture reveals a consistent pathway. Praise leads into worship, worship leads into intimacy, and intimacy becomes the environment in which God speaks. It is seen repeatedly throughout both the Old and New Testaments.
God’s Voice Released
In the Old Testament, the Spirit of God came upon individuals for specific moments and specific purposes. David prophesied through song. The sons of the prophets ministered with music and prophecy. Samuel, Elijah, Elisha, Deborah and many others faithfully declared the word of the Lord as the Spirit came upon them. 
At Pentecost, this prophetic promise broadened to all believers and began to unfold through the Church. As believers gathered in unity, worshiping and waiting before God, the Spirit was poured out, and they began to speak as God gave them the ability (Acts 2:1–4; 4:31; 13:2).
For those of us who live after the Cross and the promised outpouring of the Holy Spirit, we should desire and expect to hear God’s voice. Jesus said, “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me” (John 10:27).
Where there is true worship, the voice of God will follow.
“And I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, ‘See that you do not do that! I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy’” (Revelation 19:10).
The connection between worship and prophecy is not complicated. Praise invites the presence of God, worship cultivates intimacy with God, and out of intimacy, God speaks. At its simplest, prophecy is hearing from God and speaking what He reveals.
Scripture shows three expressions of God’s voice being released through His children.
The Spirit of Prophecy
There are moments when the prophetic emerges simply because God’s presence is near. Joel declared that in the last days God would pour out His Spirit, and sons and daughters would prophesy (Joel 2:28). The promise is not limited to a select few, but reflects the nearness of God’s voice to His people. A clear example is seen in the seventy elders of Israel who prophesied when the Spirit rested on them (Numbers 11:25). What is revealed here is often described as the spirit of prophecy, a dimension of revelation made accessible through the presence of God.
The Gift of Prophecy
Scripture also speaks of the gift of prophecy. It is not something earned, but something given by God. Those who operate in this gift learn to position themselves in His presence and faithfully communicate what He is saying. Paul encourages believers to desire spiritual gifts, especially that they may prophesy, because prophecy strengthens, encourages, and brings clarity (1 Corinthians 14:1, 3). It can reveal the secrets of the heart, producing conviction and alignment (1 Corinthians 14:24–25). Such a calling demands stewardship, humility, and continual growth in discernment.
Prophets Called by God
Scripture further reveals individuals who carry a recognized and consistent prophetic authority. These are not self-appointed voices, but lives that have been tested, proven, and affirmed over time. Samuel stands as a clear example, as Scripture records that none of his words fell to the ground and that all Israel recognized him as established by God (1 Samuel 3:19–20). In the New Testament, Agabus is described as a prophet who brought direction and warning to the Church (Acts 11:28; 21:10).
While Scripture clearly presents this function, it must also be acknowledged that in our time there has been confusion, misuse, and, at times, a lack of trustworthy examples. Such realities do not invalidate what is written, but they do call for greater discernment, humility, and dependence on God. Carrying His voice is not a light responsibility. It requires maturity, proven character, and a life deeply rooted in worship.
Aligned with the Heart of God
There is another characteristic that consistently marks those who truly carry the heart of God: compassion. Jeremiah has often been called the Weeping Prophet, not because he lacked courage, but because the words God placed within him flowed from a heart that loved the very people to whom he was sent. He did not delight in judgment. He grieved over sin. True prophetic ministry is never driven by pride, anger, or the desire to be proven right. It is born from the compassion of God. The prophetic messenger first learns to weep with God before speaking for Him. Compassion keeps us humble because it reminds us that God's purpose is always restoration before judgment, redemption before condemnation, and reconciliation before rejection.
For that reason, it is essential to understand where we are positioned and to walk in humility. Attempting to function outside of God-given authority leads to confusion, as seen with the sons of Sceva (Acts 19:14). There is wisdom in allowing God to establish our place rather than striving to define it ourselves. “Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted” (Matthew 23:12).
The prophetic does not flow from ambition, but from alignment. It requires unity with God, a life that is continually surrendered to His will. It also requires unity with others. The greatest manifestations of God’s presence in Scripture occur in environments where people are gathered with one heart and one purpose (Acts 2:1). In these settings, there is often a greater dimension of His presence and clarity of His voice.
It must also be sustained through continual communion with God. The prophetic is not maintained by occasional encounters, but by a lifestyle of worship, prayer, and sensitivity to the Holy Spirit. Scripture instructs us to rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in everything, and not quench the Spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:16–19). These truths help form the environment in which the voice of God remains clear.
At the same time, discernment is essential. Not every prophetic word is pure. Scripture teaches that we know in part and prophesy in part (1 Corinthians 13:9), and that all things must be tested (1 Thessalonians 5:21). Prophecy can be influenced by human perspective, misused for personal gain, or even counterfeited. True prophetic words will always align with the character of God, the truth of Scripture, and the fruit of the Spirit.
Revealing the Heart of God
Ultimately, the purpose of the prophetic is not to impress, but to reveal the heart of God and strengthen His people. Prophecy brings clarity, direction, and encouragement. It equips believers to walk in obedience and gives strength to contend for what God has spoken (1 Timothy 1:18). It aligns hearts with His purposes and reminds us that He is actively speaking and leading.
The prophetic is not the reward for gifted people; it is the natural fruit of people who have learned to live near the heart of God. God is raising up a generation that does not merely sing about Him but hears from Him. God is raising up prophetic worshipers who live so deeply in His presence that His voice speaks through them to the world around them.
Our responsibility as worshipers is to cultivate His presence, because where His presence is known, His voice can be heard. Without His presence, people cannot hear Him. Without hearing Him, they cannot walk fully in what He has prepared for them.
God created music as a powerful gift that engages both mind and heart in ways often stronger than spoken words alone. When a true worshiper sings or plays before the Lord, that gift becomes a vessel through which the Holy Spirit creates an atmosphere where God's voice is more readily heard.
Carriers of Heaven’s Sound
As we grow in intimacy with Him, we must also grow in sensitivity to His voice. God is not looking for performers, but for those who will faithfully carry His presence and speak as they are led by His Spirit. These are worshipers who understand the weight of what they carry when they stand before others. They refuse to be shaped by the approval of man and live to please their Master. They do not function in isolation, but in unity with the Body of Christ, flowing with the other gifts and callings He has established. They test every impression and every prophetic word against the written Word of God, which remains the unchanging standard by which all prophecy must be judged.
This is a new generation of prophetic worshipers. 
And yet, in many ways, it is also an ancient one.
Their heritage is rooted in those who ministered before the Lord with purity and power, and their future is already established as a people who will carry the sound of heaven into the earth.
Remember
Those of us who live after the Cross and the promised outpouring of the Holy Spirit should expect to hear God’s voice and faithfully carry it to the world around us.
◆
Where there is true worship,
the voice of God will follow.
◆
God is raising up a generation that does not 
merely sing about Him but hears from Him.

Reflect
Am I becoming a conduit of God’s voice, who faithfully carries His heart and His word to the world around me?
Respond
Father, thank You for inviting me into a relationship that is deeper than words or songs. Draw me ever closer to Your heart until my life reflects Your character and my voice echoes Yours. Teach me to walk in humility, compassion, and obedience, listening carefully for Your voice and faithfully speaking only what You desire. May my life become an instrument through which Your presence is known, Your truth is proclaimed, and Your love is revealed. In Jesus' name, Amen.
Weeping Prophet
Lamentations, the Weeping Prophet
My eyes fill with tears
For our sons and daughters

My eyes… Weeping again
My heart… Broken for them
Weeping day and night
My eyes… Weeping again
My heart… Broken for them
Come and heal their lives

My tears run down like a river
My weeping does not cease
For the daughters of my people
I give myself no relief

♫ Listen: AlabasterCommons.org/heavens-sound22
Chapter 23
The Sound of the Spirit
And I heard a voice from heaven, like the sound of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder, and the voice which I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps. And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders; and no one was able to learn the song except the 144,000 who had been purchased from the earth. – Revelation 14:2–3 NASB
A New Song from Every Generation
From the beginning, God has desired fresh worship from those who love Him. From generation to generation, He calls His people to sing a new song, not because the old songs have lost their value, but because every fresh revelation of God demands a fresh response from the heart. The word new carries the idea of something fresh, recent, and unprecedented. It is not merely new because it has never been sung before, but because it is born out of a present encounter with God.
This is why Scripture repeatedly calls us to sing a new song:
“Sing to Him a new song; play skillfully with a shout of joy” (Psalm 33:3).
“He has put a new song in my mouth—Praise to our God”
(Psalm 40:3).
“Oh, sing to the Lord a new song! Sing to the Lord all the earth” (Psalm 96:1).
“Oh, sing to the Lord a new song! For He has done marvelous things” (Psalm 98:1).
“I will sing a new song to You, O God; On a harp of ten strings I will sing praises to You” (Psalm 144:9).
“Praise the Lord! Sing to the Lord a new song, And His praise in the assembly of saints” (Psalm 149:1).
“Sing to the Lord a new song, And His praise from the ends of the earth” (Isaiah 42:10).
“And they sang a new song, saying: ‘You are worthy to take the scroll, And to open its seals; For You were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation’” (Revelation 5:9).
This new song is not confined to a moment in history. It is the ongoing expression of a people who are continually encountering God. As His people receive fresh revelation, they respond with fresh worship. What begins in heaven is received in the heart and released through the voice.
Psalms, Hymns and Spiritual Songs
The New Testament gives us language for how this sound is expressed:
“Speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord” (Ephesians 5:19).
“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.” (Colossians 3:16).
These expressions—psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs—form the language of Heaven’s Sound. While these categories overlap, many interpreters understand Paul's words in the following way.
Psalms are songs pre-written by worshipers, filled with testimony, prayer, praise, worship and remembrance, so that others may join in unified expression. These are often the songs the Church sings together, enabling the people of God to lift one voice before Him.
Hymns are songs rooted directly in Scripture, where the Word of God is set to melody. Through them, truth is declared, remembered, and established in the heart across generations, allowing believers to join with those who have gone before in a continuous song of revelation.
Spiritual songs are those born in the moment, flowing from fresh encounters with God and new revelation of who He is. These are the new songs described throughout Scripture, expressions that arise from an immediate awareness of His presence. Often, what begins as a spiritual song becomes the seed from which psalms and hymns are later formed. 
With spiritual songs, Heaven’s Sound is not limited to prepared expression. They flow directly from the Spirit.
Singing with the Spirit
Paul expands this revelation of spiritual songs when he writes:
“What is the conclusion then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the understanding. I will sing with the spirit, and I will also sing with the understanding” (1 Corinthians 14:15).
Here, we see both dimensions at work. There is singing that flows from understanding, shaped by thought, language, and intention. There is also singing that flows from the Spirit, where the human spirit responds directly to the Holy Spirit, even beyond natural comprehension.
This same reality is seen over and over in Acts. 
“And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with different tongues, as the Spirit was giving them the ability to speak out” (Acts 2:4 NASB).
“And when Paul had laid hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them and they began speaking with tongues and prophesying” (Acts 19:6).
Whether expressed through known language or spiritual utterance, the source remains the same. Heaven’s Sound is not merely the product of human thought or creativity. It is formed where the renewed mind and the awakened spirit come into alignment under the influence of the Holy Spirit.
The Source of the Sound
The source of the sound matters.
The sound that comes from heaven is not random. It is Spirit-breathed and Christ-centered. It carries the testimony of Jesus and releases His reality. It is not performance. It is revelation of Jesus Christ expressed through spoken word or song.
The Holy Spirit is our conduit to the sound of heaven. Through the Spirit, we can join in unison with the worship that is continually taking place around the throne. The sound finds its perfection around the throne of God, where the living creatures, the elders and the multitudes of the redeemed, continually declare His worth. 
It cannot be produced through effort alone; it is formed in the secret place. It is not sustained by creativity alone, but by intimacy. It is not carried by just our gifts and talents, but by those who have been with Him.
“Now as they observed the confidence of Peter and John and understood that they were uneducated and untrained men, they were amazed, and began to recognize them as having been with Jesus” (Acts 4:13).
A Sound from the Redeemed
Because of this, it cannot be reproduced by the systems of this world. It cannot be manufactured, marketed, or imitated. Form can be copied, but life cannot. Heaven’s Sound is rooted in redemption. Only those who have encountered the cross can carry it. Only those who know His grace can release it.
“No one was able to learn the song except the 144,000 who had been purchased from the earth” (Revelation 14:3).
And yet, this sound is not limited in expression.
This sound flows from every culture, language, and people, but remains unified in its purpose. 
“After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb” (Revelation 7:9).
Through its diversity, the manifold beauty and wisdom of God are revealed. Though beautifully diverse, it is united at the source, a people responding to the same God, the same revelation, and the same glory. 
A Sound that Gives All Glory to God
And this sound carries a defining mark: it returns all glory to God. It does not seek recognition, platform, or applause, because it was never born for man. It was born from Him and for Him. Every note, every word, every expression rises from redeemed hearts and is lifted back to the One who alone is worthy, until all creation resounds with one unified declaration: all glory belongs to God and to the Lamb.
There is something within this sound that cannot be contained.
It is not stored. It is poured out.
Like the alabaster offering, it is broken without reservation, released without calculation, and given without thought of return. What is costly is offered freely, because love does not measure its devotion. It simply responds.
This is Heaven’s Sound.
A sound born around the throne.
A sound formed in intimacy.
A sound carried by the redeemed.
A sound that cannot be manufactured, cannot be imitated, and cannot be contained.
A sound that begins with Him…
flows from Him…
and returns entirely to Him.
Remember
Every fresh revelation of God demands a fresh response from the heart
◆
Often, what begins as a spiritual song becomes the seed from which psalms and hymns are later formed
◆
It is not merely new because it has never been sung before, but because it is born out of a present encounter with God

Reflect
Is the Holy Spirit continually forming a new song in me, or am I still singing about yesterday's experiences, yesterday's praise, and yesterday's songs?
Respond
Father, thank You for giving me the gift of Your Holy Spirit, my connection to the sound of heaven. Draw me into deeper intimacy with You. Let new expressions of praise and fresh songs come out of daily encounters with You. Let every word I speak and every song I sing flow from a heart transformed by Your grace and filled with Your Spirit. May my life become an offering that begins with You, flows from You, and returns entirely to You, bringing glory to Jesus Christ alone. Amen.
Spirit of Jesus
Holy Spirit, we need You,
we want You, like nothing else
Promise of the Father, we long for,
we won’t move, until You do

Like the upper room, we will wait for You
Oh, to be, covered by Your glory
Like the upper room, we will wait for You
To receive, Your power from on high

Spirit of Jesus, come breathe among us,
come in like a mighty rushing wind
Spirit of Jesus, we need your presence,
come in like divided tongues of fire

♫ Listen: AlabasterCommons.org/heavens-sound23
Chapter 24
A Generation of Worshipers
 ‘And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, That I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your young men shall see visions, Your old men shall dream dreams. And on My menservants and on My maidservants, I will pour out My Spirit in those days; And they shall prophesy. – Acts 2:17–18 (quoting from Joel 2:28–29)
A Life Fully Given to God
From the beginning, this has never been about music. It has never been about platforms, influence, or recognition, nor has it been about building something for man to admire. Worship was never meant to be contained within songs or services. It was always meant to be a life fully given to God.
Heaven’s Sound is not carried by talent alone. It is carried by prophetic worshipers. They are not formed in public, but in the hidden place where no one sees, where no one applauds, and where nothing is gained except Him.
There is a clear divide. One kind of worship is shaped by the systems of this world, built on performance, sustained by approval, and measured by success. The other is formed in the presence of God, sustained by obedience, and seeks only to be true.
The worship that carries Heaven’s Sound comes at a cost. It is the cost of the alabaster jar, broken without reservation and poured out without measure. It is the cost of surrender, where life is no longer guarded or preserved, but freely given to the One who is worthy. It is the cost of saying no to the voice of the world so that the voice of God can be heard clearly. It is the cost of the secret place, the cost of dying to self, and the cost of living a life that is set apart.
This is not a call to a moment. It is a call to a life.
Formed in His Presence
Those who carry this sound are not defined by position or title, but by proximity. They live in His presence. They hear His voice. They carry His heart. They move where He leads and speak what He is saying. And when they do, they do not draw attention to themselves but return everything to Him. The prophetic worshiper does not create the voice of God, but echoes what God is speaking.
This is not about becoming something new. It is about returning to what was always intended: a people who walk with God, who know Him, who respond to Him, and who reflect Him. That is why satan has fought so fiercely to corrupt our worship. He wants to steal the glory that rightfully should go to God alone. 
Worship is far more than the songs we sing. It is the eternal response of all creation to the revelation of God. Worship filled heaven before humanity was created, became the battlefield of rebellion, was restored through Christ, is empowered by the Holy Spirit, and will continue forever around the throne. Every act of true worship on earth is an invitation to join the sound that has never ceased in heaven.
The Sound That Gathers
Thousands of years ago, at the tower of Babel, humanity had gathered with one language and one purpose: “Let us make a name for ourselves” (Genesis 11:4). They spoke with one voice and carried one sound, but that sound was directed toward their own glory. God confused their language, their unity was broken, and they were scattered across the earth.
Then came Pentecost.
“And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting” (Acts 2:2).
The Holy Spirit filled the disciples, and they began speaking in other tongues. People from nations across the known world heard them speaking in their own languages. But this sound was entirely different. They were not making their own names great. They were declaring “the wonderful works of God” (Acts 2:11).
At Babel, humanity was united around its own glory, and God scattered the people by confusing their language. At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit brought people from many nations together around Jesus. They still spoke different languages, but now those languages were being used to declare the works of God.
The message of Babel was, “Make our name great.” The message of Pentecost was, “Make His name great.”
Babel ended in scattering. Pentecost began a gathering. Through the gospel, people were being reconciled to God and joined to one another.
And Jesus was at the center of it all.
When Peter stood to explain what was happening, he did not point the crowd toward the phenomenon of tongues. He pointed them toward Jesus. He proclaimed His death, His resurrection, His exaltation, and declared that the risen Christ had poured out the Holy Spirit they were now seeing and hearing (Acts 2:32–36).
The sound of the Spirit always reveals the Son.
Pentecost birthed a Jesus-centered, Spirit-filled, and unified people. Thousands responded to the gospel and were joined together in fellowship, prayer, worship, generosity, and devotion to the apostles’ teaching. The Holy Spirit gathered what human pride had scattered and began forming one body around one Lord.
This is why the sound of many waters can never be carried by one person alone. God is gathering countless surrendered lives, different voices, different nations, different gifts, all filled with the same Spirit and centered on the same Jesus.
Together, countless drops become one sound: the sound of many waters.
This is Heaven’s Sound: many lives, one people, filled with the Spirit, centered on Jesus, and united in worship.
A Generation of Worshipers
This is the generation of prophetic worshipers God is raising up today. Not one voice making its own name great, but many voices united in making His name great. Not new in origin, but new in emergence. A people whose lives are rooted in the same reality seen throughout Scripture and joined together as His Body.
They understand that worship is not simply something they do, but something they are. They do not chase platforms or build their identity on opportunity, nor do they measure success by visibility. Everything is measured by one thing: His presence. Without His presence, nothing else matters. With His presence, everything is possible.
This is the sound the earth is waiting for. Not louder, not more polished, and not more creative, but more real, more surrendered, and more aligned with heaven. It will not come from striving, systems, or imitation. It will come from lives that have been shaped by God in the secret place, filled with His Spirit, and joined together around Jesus.
The Final Invitation
When you began reading this book, you may have expected to learn more about worship, prophetic ministry, songwriting, or music. Perhaps you were searching for a deeper understanding of Heaven's Sound.
My prayer is that you discovered Heaven's Sound was never primarily about music at all.
It is the sound of lives completely surrendered to God.
God is not looking for better songs. He is looking for hearts so completely His that every song, every word, and every moment of their lives becomes an offering that begins with Him, flows from Him, and returns to Him.
Just as Mary prepared Jesus for His burial by pouring out her alabaster offering on His feet, God is searching for those who will break the alabaster box of their lives and pour themselves out on their Savior in preparation for His return.
God is calling you, not simply to do something, but to become someone: a worshiper who carries His presence, a voice that echoes His heart, and a vessel through which His sound is released.
May we become the generation of worshipers God is seeking, echoing Heaven's Sound.
Remember
This is not a call to a moment. It is a call to a life.
◆
The sound of the Spirit always reveals the Son.
◆
This is Heaven’s Sound: many lives, one people, filled with the Spirit, centered on Jesus, 
and united in worship.

Reflect
What is God inviting me to surrender so that every part of my life becomes an offering to Him?
Respond
Father, thank You for calling me to belong completely to You. Thank You that through Jesus Christ I am Your beloved. Shape my life in the secret place until worship becomes more than the songs I sing and is expressed through every word, every choice, and every part of my life. Make me a prophetic worshiper who hears Your voice, carries Your heart, and echoes Heaven's Sound. Break the alabaster box of my life and pour me out as an offering that begins with You, flows from You, and returns to You. May my life continually return all glory to You as I await the glorious return of my Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Heaven’s Sound
Jay S Smith - 2026
In the secret place You call us
Where no other eyes can see
Every treasure laid before You
In surrender at Your feet
Like the alabaster broken
Let our lives be poured out
Not to make our name remembered
But to make Your praise renowned

This is Heaven’s Sound
Born when no one is around
Earth and heaven join
Singing “Worthy is the Lamb”

Once the sound of human glory
Scattered voices through the earth
Then a mighty sound from heaven
Filled Your people with Your breath
Many tongues became one witness
Speaking of the works of God
What our pride had torn and scattered
Was united as His bride

Now from every tribe and nation
You are calling forth Your own
Living stones and living altars
Gathered ‘round Your throne
Every drop becomes a river
Every voice becomes one song
Till the sound of many waters
Worships You and You alone

One Spirit, One body, One Savior, One Name
One people, One worship, One Jesus, He reigns

Let every heart bow down, Let every voice cry out
Let every life become, An echo of Heaven’s Sound

This is Heaven’s Sound
Born when no one is around
Earth and heaven join
Singing “Worthy is the Lamb”

♫ Listen: AlabasterCommons.org/heavens-sound24a
Worship Rising
Where is the generation
Pouring their lives on Your feet
Where is the generation
Worshiping You completely

We’re holding nothing back
We give You our perfume
We’re holding nothing back
Every ounce on You

Worship rising to Your throne
Praises rising from my heart
Can’t imagine charging for
Worship written for You Lord

♫ Listen: AlabasterCommons.org/heavens-sound24b
Closing Reflections
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Alabaster Commons
Alabaster reflects costly worship freely poured out upon Jesus. Commons reflects the spirit of the early Church, where believers “had all things in common” (Acts 2:44; 4:32).
Their offering was precious because they freely gave something valuable to the One whose value is incalculable.
Like the women with their alabaster jars, we believe that some things are worth pouring out. Songs. Books. Teaching. Translations. Arrangements. Creative ideas. Ministry resources. Years of study and experience.
Not because they have no value, but because they do.
Alabaster Commons exists to encourage a culture of free-will generosity in Christian creativity: people freely giving what God has placed in their hands so that others can receive it, build upon it, translate it, adapt it, and pass it forward.
It is not a rejection of excellence, authorship, or creative ownership. It is an invitation to use those things differently.
The alabaster jar was valuable.
The perfume was valuable.
The offering was valuable.
Pure worship is pouring our best upon the Savior, because He is worthy of our best and worthy of it all.
Alabaster Commons is built around a simple conviction:
Freely received.
Freely poured out.
Free forever.
Whenever possible, original Alabaster Commons works are released under open licenses such as the Creative Commons Attribution–ShareAlike 4.0 International License.
This allows others to share, teach, translate, arrange, adapt, record, and build upon the material, even commercially, while requiring attribution and preserving the same freedom for those who receive the adapted work.
The goal is not simply free access. The goal is a protected commons. What one worshiper freely releases can become the starting place for another worshiper in another church, another culture, another language, or another generation. 
A song written in one nation can be translated in another. A teaching developed over decades can be adapted for a new culture. A melody can become a new arrangement. A book can become a curriculum. And what is received freely can continue moving without being locked away again.
Alabaster Commons is a publishing imprint and an invitation: Create generously. Attribute faithfully. Adapt freely. Share what you receive. Keep the stream open. The hope is simple—that valuable things offered to Jesus might continue multiplying far beyond the people who first created them. 
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The Songs of Heaven’s Sound
Preface ⁓ Glorious
Part One: God’s Heart for Worship
1 ⁓ Forgiven
2 ⁓ No Compromise
3 ⁓ Vessel of Clay
4 ⁓ Only and Every
5 ⁓ Smallest Things
6 ⁓ Altar of Incense
Part Two: God’s Place in Worship
7 ⁓ Lord of All
8 ⁓ One Heart’s Desire
9 ⁓ Children Hold On ⁓ Pour My Life
10 ⁓ All the Glory
11 ⁓ Who Will I Send
Part Three: God’s Design for Worship
12 ⁓ I Anoint You
13 ⁓ You Are My Delight
14 ⁓ Worshiping Warrior
15 ⁓ Savior of the World
16 ⁓ Speak Son Speak
17 ⁓ Alabaster Box
18 ⁓ Prized Possession
Part Four: God’s Call to Worship
19 ⁓ See Through
20 ⁓ Blessed Be
21 ⁓ Show Yourself Real
22 ⁓ Weeping Prophet
23 ⁓ Spirit of Jesus
24 ⁓ Heaven’s Sound ⁓ Worship Rising
Listen to the complete song collection at AlabasterCommons.org/heavens-sound
Continue the Journey
Heaven’s Sound is not just a book. Many of these chapters were born alongside songs, worship experiences, Scripture studies, and years of ministry. For that reason, the journey continues beyond the final page.
Listen: Heaven’s Sound Audiobook narrated by Jay Smith.
Listen: Heaven’s Sound: Audiobook Plus which combines the narrated book with the original songs connected to the chapters. It is a book that sings.
Together, the book and music provide two ways of exploring the same invitation: to become worshipers whose lives echo heaven.
Listen: Original songs connected with Heaven’s Sound can be heard through various music platforms or at Alabaster Commons, where they can also be downloaded for free. 
Lyrics, recordings, and worship resources will continue to be added as Alabaster Commons grows.  
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Share the Message
If Heaven’s Sound has helped you, the invitation is not simply to recommend the book. Take the message further. Teach it. Discuss it with your worship team. Translate it. Adapt it for your church or ministry. Use its ideas to train another generation of worshipers. Write songs. Create new resources. And where the Alabaster Copyright applies, freely share what you create under the same open framework.
The goal was never to build an audience around one author or one collection of songs. The goal is multiplication. There are worshipers in nations, churches, communities, and generations we may never personally reach. But what we freely release can travel farther than we ever will.
Perhaps something in these pages will become a sermon in another country or a song will be translated. Perhaps a young worshiper will encounter these ideas and spend the next forty years walking them out.
That is the beauty of a commons. What is poured out does not disappear. It multiplies. So continue the journey. Listen. Teach. Create. Translate. Adapt. Share.
And above all, keep returning to the One for whom it was all created.
Freely received.
Freely poured out.
Free forever.
Worship is giving what is valuable
to the One whose value is incalculable.
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